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7 fan courſes K up- 
I on ſuch Subjects, 

es as have not pro- 
PUG feſſedly been trea- 
ted of before, rx yet ſuch 
as immediately concern the 
good Order and Government 
of the Church ; I thought it 
might be of ſome uſe to 8 
them Publick at this Time, 


when the Minds of the Cler- 
gy ſeem to be bent more than 
ad ever 


— = — 
, | < 
* 9 * "2 
e > 
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PREFACE. 
ever upon the Revival and Im- 


provement of Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 


cipline. 


The Articles, which I drew 
up and diſpers'd five Years ago, 
in order to a PAROCHIAL Vi- 
ſitation in my Archdeaconry of 
Surrey, have fince been defted 
and made uſe of for the ſame 
End, by three ſeveral Arch- 
deacons within their own Di- 


ſtricts; which gives me Hopes, 


that the making thoſe Arti- 
cles, with the following Diſ- 
courſe upon that Subject, more 
Publick, may be a Means to 
turn the Thoughts of Others al- 
ſo upon that ofeful and neceſ- 
ſary Work: 0. 

In lay ing out the ſeveral Steps 
and Methods. to be taken in a 
Farochial Viftation, I have 
purſued the Courſe. which 1 
conceive to be ſtrictly Legal; by 


s 5 


17 


\ 


Y 
then may he have 


PREF ACE. 
a Citation in form, and by'the 
Attendance of Regiſter and Ap- 
aritor, as well to make due 
Proof of the Citation, as toren- 
der the' Admonition for Re- 
pairs a proper Foundation for 
proceeding directly to Eccleſi- 
aſtical Cenſures, in caſe they 
are diſobey'd. . But | have found 
by Experience, that it is in ma- 
ny reſpects much more for the 
Eaſe and Convenience of Arch- 
deacons, and not leſs for the 
Benefit of the Church, to pro- 
Fo. in that Work, 3 
Officers, at leaſt for the firſt 
Tim And if it ſhall appear, 
that 'the Directions which the 
Arehdeacon gives for Repairs, 
in his own Perſon and u 
his own View, are diſregarde 
(as they very rare will be, 
ecourſe'to 
the ocker more Solemn and Yo. 
dicial Wo. win add (as an 
A3 Encou- 
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Encouragement to this Work) 
that the very Entrance upon it, 
and the Foreſight and Appreben- 


fen of being Viſited, will ex- 


ceedingly ewaken Incumbents 
and - Pariſhioners to a juſt 
Care of Houſes, Churches, and 
Chancels ; and will put an end 
to that unhappy Humour of 
delaying from Year to Year, which 
(for want of theſe Parochial 
Viſitations to check it) has 
rov'd ſo fatal to Eccleſiaſtical 
icks of all Kinds. 

As the proper Work of Paro- 
chial Viſitation, is to inſpect Places, 
with regard to Repairs ; ſo (thoſe 
being taken care of, in that way) 
the chief Buſineſs which remains 
to GENERAL VISITATI- 
ONS, is the Inſpe&ion of 
Perſons, with regard to Manners, 
This. is done by . Preſeatments 
made upon Oath; and therefore 
the Legal Manner of making 

; them, 


PREFACE. 
them, with the Obligations of 
Law and Conſcience to be upright 
and faithful therein, are the 
Subjects that are next treated 
of. And Subjects they are, 
which can never be thought 
uſeleſs or unneceſſary; as long 
as the Neglects, both in ma- 
king Preſentments, and in 
Proſecuting them when made, 
are ſo viſible, and ſo ſhameful, 

The Truth is, as to the Pro- 
ſecution of Crimes Preſented; 
our Eccleſiaflical Courts are fo 
much taken up with Matters 


of a Civil Nature, and ſuch as 


concern Temporal Property ; 
that Spiritual Matters, and 
thoſe which concern the Or- 
der and Government of the 
Church, are always in danger 
to be over-look'd, and loft in 
the Crowd. Or, if they hap- 
pen to be regarded, and 
niſhed with þ Spircdal Con. 
4 


ſures ; | 


vii) 
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ſures; get the ſame Cenſures 


being ſo commonly inflicted 
in Cauſes of [Temporal Profit, 
and thoſe oft-times very tti- 
vial, have, by ſuch mean Ap- 
plications and ſuch frequent 
and unſolemn Uſe, loſt their 
Force and Authority. in Spiri- 
tual Matters. It cannot be ex- 
pected, that a Separation from 
the Communion of the Church 
ſhould affe& the Minds of Sin- 


ners with any Degree of Ter- 


ror or Remorſe; when they ſee 


Perſons of the moſt unblameable 
Lives put into the very ſame 
State, . by the very ſame Hand 
upon Occafions meerly Civi 
and Secular ; in Cauſes, which 
wholly terminate in Temporal 
Profit, and have not the leaſt 
Reference to Religion and the 
Souls of Men. 


* For a Remedy to one Branch 
of this great Evil; the two 
* | Houſes 


= 
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nne it 
Houſes of Convocation - have 
already made ſome Progreſs 
towards a Diviſion and Sepa- 
e ration of the Matters which are 
Cogniſable in the Eecleſiaſtical 
Courts; in order to appropri- 
ate Excommunicat ion to the Spi- 
ritual Part, and to obtain an 
Act of Parliament for the cre- 
ating a Writ De Contumace Ca- 
piendo, to take place in the Civil 
or Temporal Part. The Parti- 
culars of which I have choſen 
to publiſh on this Occafion, as | 
well in Juſtice to the Convoca- t 4M 
tion, who have taken ſo much 9 
9 


* 
T_T — — . —˖Ü.H EPO — — — 


| Pains in it, as to give the 9 
Clergy an Opportunity of judg- 7 

ing, Whether it does not high- = 
ly deſerve fo much more Pains, 15 
| as is neceſſary to complete it. 4 


— * 
gy — 


for a Remedy to the other 
CI Branch of the Evil, I have 
taken the freedom to ſubjoin 


In Conſequence of this, and = | ö 
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PREFACE. 
a Propofal (drawn up ſome 
Years ago) for the Separati- 
on of the Commiſſions of Of- 
ficial Principal and Vicar Gene- 
ral, and for the reſtoring of 
each to its Original Defign and 
Employment : The firſt (for 
hearing of Cauſes of a Civil 
Nature between Party and 
Party) to be granted to Ci- 
vilians, and ſup by the 
Writ De Contumace Capiendo; 
the ſecond (far the Inſpecti- 
on and Cogniſance of all Mat- 
ters of a Spiritual Nature,) to 
be adminiſtered by Clergymen, 
and ſupported by the Cen- 
ſure of Excommunicatian. A Se- 
paration, which I conceive to be 
fairly practicable, in all Com- 
miſſions to be granted for the 
Time to come; and that, accor- 


ding to the preſent Conſtitution 
in Church and State. But, in 
cafe any Doubts or Scruples { | 
| ſhould 
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PREFACE. 
ſhould be raiſed upon that 
head, by our Lawyers, Com- 
mon or Civil ; they may eafi- 
ly be removed, in the ſame Act, 


which creates the Writ de Can 


tumace Capi | 
The Sermon, De Excommu- 
nicatione, which was preached 
at the Opening of this preſent 
Convocation, is ſubjoined to the 
reſt, on account of the Affinity 
of the Subject; as it pleads 
againſt the Proſtitution of that 


Sacred Cenſure to Civil and 


Secular Purpoſes, and for veſt- 
ing the Exerciſe of Spiritual 
1 meg the Hands which 
it properly belongs to, and 
which are moſt likely to re- 
vive and maintain it. 


It is evident, at firſt ſight, 


how greatly the Eſtabliſhment 


of | thoſe two Points, — — 
* and . *. the - Cle 
pline of the Church ; but it 
nA is 
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is as evident, that we muſt 
not hope to ſee either the 
Diſcipline or the Government of 
our Church in a compleat and 


perfect State, as long as the 


ſeveral D:$rifs to be Inſpected 
and Viſited, remain in many 
Inſtances ſo unreaſonably large. 
A: juſt Senſe of which Evil, 
has long made it the Wiſh of 
Wiſe and Good Men, that a 
further Diviſron of Dioceſes, in 
Places where it ſhall be found 
—_— „were ſeriouſly at- 
tempted and entered upon; and 
if this Remedy, however the 
moſt natural and moſt effectual, 
is not to be obtained, that the 
Evil might be at leaſt mitiga- 
ted, by the Appointment of Suf- 
fragan Biſhops, according to the 
Statute of King Henry VIII. 
which ſtill remains in its full 
Force and Authority. 


And 
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And while theſe Things are 
under Confideration ; it ought 
not tc be forgotten, how great- 
ly the Ecclefiaſtical Admini- 
ſtration is obſtructed, and the 
Subjects annoyd and per- 


_ by ſeveral Concurrent 


owers and Juriſdictions with- 
in the ſame Diſtricts (which 
were eſtabliſhed in the Days of 


Paper) by Compoſitions, upon 
the fingle foot of temporal Pro- 


fit : ) Nor, how great Detri- 
ment ariſes to the Order and 
Government of the Church, 
from Exempt and Peculiar Ju- 
riſdictions; which, generally 
ſpeaking, have no Shadow of 
eaſon to warrant and ſupport 
them, nor can claim any better 
Original, than the arbitrary 
Authority of the Pope, impro- 
ved by long Uſage into a Civil 
» Right, 
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Reverend Brethren, 


F TER | was admitted 
to the Office of Arch- 
deacon, and the time of 
my Viſitation drew on, I 
— conſider d, that it would 
not become me to be wholly ſilent, at 
this firſt meeting of the Clergy ; But 
in what Manner, and upon what 
Heads, I ought. to addreſs my ſelf to 
you, could not ſo readily determine. 

o have enter'd into Matters of pre- 
ſent Concernment in the State, had 


been to forſake both your Province and 


my own, and to forget that this is a 
Meeting of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, for 
Ends and Purpoſes merely Ecclefiaſti- 
cal. I was alſo ſenſible, that if I 
made choice of any branch of the 


Miniſte- 


- 


The Choice 
of this Sub- 


, as moſt 
E. 
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Miniſterial Office to diſcourſe of, I 
ſhould do it before thoſe; who under- 
ſtard it much better, thin 1 could 
explain it. There wis a time indeed, 
one part of the Archi- 


when it wg 
diaconal Office, to take care that the 


ſeveral Clergy within the Archdeacon- 
ry, were duly inſtructed, how to per- 
form the Services and adwiniſter the 
Sacraments of the Church: Witneſs, 
the rwo Conſtitutions of the Church 
of England; one Legatine, of Otho ; 
the other Provincial, uf Archbiſhop 
Stephen; both, enjoyning the Arch- 
deacons to attend the Rural Chapters 
of the Clergy, for that very purpoſe. 


But, God be thanked, the ſame Refor- 


mation which reſtored our Church to 
Purity in Doctrine, did alſo open ſuch 
a Scene of Learning and Knowledge 
among the Clergy, as hath long ſince 
ſuperſeded all Directions and Aſſiſtan- 
ces of that Nature; and thoſe, and 
the libe Rules, tho they ſtill ſtand a 
pat of our Eecleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
re now of no other uſe, but to ſhaw 
us the great Bleſſing of God to His 
Church in the preſent Age, and the 
great Obligation upon the Miniſters 
thereof to promote his HAehour and Re- 
ligion, in proportion to the Abilities 
Which he has given for 'thoſe Euds ; 
0 
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wy beyond the Pitch and Exam- 
1 5 former Ages. 

4805 1200 1 anather Branch, of the 
eber which 1 1s opt, Ou- 

— — a Fur the conti- 
1 of i wu | i more and 
and th 0 is, the Care 

G the ee 15 5 1 8 and 
to gk wha the Tir and Ties, 


with 405 condition of Parſonage x 


ouſes, 


pod a her Eccleſiaſtical Structures. 
he bor Churches — 1175 all 


over Hug land, 85 10g, 
very ancient; and 1 de- 
Cay and grow ———— Ponte with- 


out conſtant Care in repairig 
- 35-00 And tho? I doubt ys 
2 Churches W e in this a e 
degconry will be 1 
condition, oy Ko i th in malt 6 
parts; y jon of our 
husch, having expredly IE that 


Care upon the 7 5 


calls upon me to {; 
e Rache 


Leaſt, that they are for A 
entitled to that a om her Arch- 


the Church of Eng 
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The Heads to 
be treated of. Nhether this Care, Proper and of 
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lone; and ſince the Juriſdition that 
remains, is by long Cuſtom executed 
by Officials : So that the Archdeacons 
have not only greater leiſure than in 
ancient Days, to attend that other 
Care (1 mean the Eccleſiaſtical Fa- 
bricks 3) but that, in truth, is almoft 
the only Care left, by which they can 
in any meaſure be ſerviceable to the 
Church. | | 


I. And, that no doubt may remain, 


right, belongs to the Office of Archdea- 
con ; | will firſt clear that Point from 
the Canons and Conſtitutions of the 
Church of England, both Antient and 
Modern. 


II. After which, I will ſhew, The 
firi4 Obligation, that lies upon Incum- 
bents, Impropriators and Churchwar- 
dens, to be conſtant and diligent in ſup- 
porting and adorning their reſpectiue 
Churches, Chancels, and Parſonage- 
hom ſes, both in Law and in Conſcience. 


III. And then, I will add, The Re- 
medies, which tbe Laws of the Church, 
and the Statutes of the Realm, bave 
provided, in caſe of Negle8. 


Which 


Ta 
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Which Heads I ſhall not over-charge 
with a multitude of Citations from the 
ancient Councils abroad ( for that 
would have more in it of Oftentation 
than of real Uſe, when we are defining, 
what is the preſent Law of the Church 
4 England ;) but I will confine my 
elf to ſuch of the foreign Conſtituti- 
ons, as have been taken into the Body 
of the Canon Law; and to our own 
Conſtitutions, which have been made 
from time to time in our Provincial 
Synods : Both theſe (the firſt as re- 
ceiv'd and practis d, and the ſecond as 
made and practis d, in the Church of 
England) being of undoubted Autho- 
rity, ſo far as they do not contradi& 


the known Laws of the Realm. Nor 


are they in force among us, barely as 
Eceleſiaſtical Laus; but are become 
rt of the Common-Law of the Land, 
Practice; and alſo part of the 
Statute-Law, as that PraQtice entitles 
them to the Authority of the famous 


Clauſe in the 25 H. VIII. C. 19. by 


which it is provided, That they fh 
be good Law, till the ancient Canons 
and Conſtitutions of the Church are 
reviewed; which is not yet done. 

To proceed then. 


B 3 I. The 


6 Of Parocbidl Viſctut ions. 


I. The Care T, The firſt Poirit is, That be Care 
838 of Ectleflaſtical Fabrics, Ornamente, 
cal Fabricks, l 
Ge. doth pro- Ni Itenſils, 'Hoth pv erh, amd uf 
perly be1>"S righe, belong to the Office of Arch- 
— dencbn. The moſt untient Authority, 
upon "Which the Body of the Candh 
Law defines and eſtabliſhes the Rights 
and Duties of that Office, is clear, as 
to the Iuſpection of Churches ; expteſly 
e e mentioning, awong other Cares at that 
thing belong · time incumbent upon the àrchdeacon, 
ing to them. Fonbrem & reſtaurationem Eccleſurum. 
D. Of. 4, And the third Chapter of the fame Ti- 
ebid. c. 1. Extle, Which is a Decretal Epiſtle, in- 
G ſerted in the Body of the Canon Law, 
„bid. c. 3, is altogether as clear, with regard to 
the Goh and Utenſils of the Chureh: 
Quod ſi quid ex ei, (tat is, of the 
| _ wn 1 the on 
vel -neeligentis, bel tufufqutim Fraue 
AHtpedlit, "tu (ſpedkipg 2 the Arch- 
deaton) oc 'reatu adftringerts, qui 
per Archidiaconatũs Ordbiem rutouiæ 
uſdem Etleſiæ - arfitks UYepiitaris. 
And,'jeſt this Care ſhould' from hence 
be underſtodd to be confited to the 
Veſſels'of the Church, the Gloſs upon 
the word Cuflodfe gives it its due ex- 
tent, and ſays, that to the Arthdeacon 
belongs the Care of the whole Church: 
Ad ipſum etiam pertinet Cura & S6li- 
citudo 
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citudo tatius Ecclefie, meaning the Fa- 
brick of the Church, and all Things 
ong to it. 

To the Lame purpoſe and effeſt are 
our own Provincial and Legatine Con- 
ſtitutions ; particularly, that of Arch- 
biſhop WW, alter, 27 Tg 2287 

- Archidiacon 


ms, eorun — 4, ul, 

tationibus Eacleſiarum aciendir, dil j. & infre. 

gentem adbibeant co tdprationem 5 

Fabricam Ecclefie, & maxime Cancelli; 

forte indigeant reparatione Aud, 

as to the Utenſils of . frat the Le- 

gatine Conſtitution of Otho had p 

them lang before under the Care of — 

Archdeacon, De Archidiaconis guoque _ 7 

Statuimus, ut Eccleſias uiiliter 4 de- nit. 

liter viſitent, de Sacris vaſus & uaſti- 

bus - inquirendo And that of 

Archbiſhop Walter did the ſame, Pro- — 8 THe 

videans Arehidiacovi, ur Linteaming, LL, Lale. 

& alia ornaments Altaris, ficut decet, tum. 

ſint honaſta, & Libros babeat Eccleſia 

idoneos— & ut honor dehitus divinis 

offici in omnibus impendatur. And, 

to ſhew the great Care of our Ance- 

ors, to have the The Goods of the Church 

preſerv'd, and the Honour and Decen- 

cy of God's publick Worſhip main- 

tain'd ; the ſame Archdeacous are re- 

quir'd, by a Conſtitntion. of Archbiſhop 
B 4 Ste nben, 


Lxynd w. Tit. le 
Off. Archid, c. 


Lyndw. Tit. de 
of Archid. Co 
t Archid. 
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Can. 85S, 


woes Houſes, 


and Poſſeſſi · 


Ons. 
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Stephen, not only to Viſit the ſeveral 


Churches, and Enquire concerning 


theſe Things, but alſo to keep an ex- 
act Regiſter of them; Habeant etiam 
Arcbidiaconi in ſcriptis redacta omnia 


Ornaments G. Utenſilia Ecclefiarum ; 


Veſtes quoque & Libros. And, for 
greater exactneſs, Lyndwood upon the 
place directs it as the ſureſt way, that 
the Writing, wherein the Goods of 
the Church were to be Regiſter'd, 
ſhould be in the nature of an Inden- 
tre; one part to remain with the 
Archdeacon, and the other part with 
the Pariſhioners ; that if any Loſſes 
or Embezzlements were. made , the 
Archdeacon might convict the Pariſhi- 
oners by their own Act. | 

To theſe ancient Teſtimonies 
of the Duty and Authority of the 
Archdeacons in this Matter, I will 
add one more modern Proof of the 
ſame thing, out of the Canons of 1603, 
the 86th of which expreſly requircs 
every Archdeacon to Survey the Chur- 
ches of his Furiſdliction, once in ever 
_— Tears; or cauſe the ſame to 2 

ne, 

At the ſame time that the Arch- 
deacon viſits the Churches and Chan- 
cels, with the Ornaments. and Uten- 
ſils of each, to ſee that all gs San 

kept 
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Of Pardchial Vifftations. 
kept in good reparation and order; he 
is required by the Laws of the Church, 


to Vifit or Survey the Houſes and wo 

Poſſeſſious belonging to the reſpective . 
e Churches ; the Houſes, to fee that 4, 
they are in repair; the Poſſeſſions, to 1 
ſee that they are not injured, by Neg- ; 


let or Encroachment. So faith the - . 
Legatine Conſtitution of Othohon, Sta-. Othob. Th. 10 
ruimus & præcipimus, ut univerſi Cle- * 22 C 
rici ſuorum Beneficiorum Domos, & © { 
cetera edificia, prout indiguerint, rei- 4 
cere fludeant condecenter; and then * 
it immediately follows, Ad quod per 1 ..4.68 
Epiſcopos ſuos, vel Arcbidiaconos, ſoli- | LO 
cite moneantur; which monition ne- | | 
„ cellarily ſuppoſes both a right to In- : 
. fſpe& the Houſes, and an actual In- 
ſpection of them. And, as to the | 
ofſe/ſions of the Church, the Care of 4% 
preſerving them entire is laid upon , 
| the Archdeacon by a more ancient Con- 3 1 
| ſtitution in the time of Archbiſhop TY 
| Stephen, Item provideant Archidiaconi Lyndw. Tit. g 
| de Poſſeſſionibus ne Eccleſia ſuo 4 O. —_ 
jure defraudetur ; which Lyndwood's© © 
Commentary extends, not only to-Le- 
gacies bequeathed to the Church, and 
the like 3 but to the whole Revenue of $3 
the Incumbent, that it be not loft or 1 
1 } diminiſhed, nor be weakened, by Diſ- 1 —_ 
uſe or Uſurpation, in point of * f — 14 
| gan 7; 


— te N 
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and Title: Puto ({ays he) in hoc loco 
nomine Poſſeſſionum intefligi debere, 


aan ſolum Emolumenis & jura ad 


By the Viſi- 


ſuſtentationem ornamentorum, & fabri- 
ce Eccleſia or dinata, legata, aliar 
guouiſmodo pr ear ata vel acquiſita; ſed 


| etiam decimas, oblatioues, & bujuſmodi 


jura, in quibus Ecclefie poſſeſſe funt 
&- que fan ReZores — de jure, 

2 de conſuetudine, recipere & habere 
dlent. 


From what I have obſervy'd upon 


tation of the this Head, it appears to be the Right 


Archdeacon, 


the Laws ofand the Duty of Axchdeacons, accord- 


the Church | 
mean Parocht- 
al Viſitation, 


ing to the Conſtitution of the Church 
of England, to inſpect the Churches 
and Changels with the Eccleſiaſtical 
We and Poſſeſſions, in the ſeveral 
Pariſhes within their Juriſdiction. To 
which I will add, as a further Illu- 
ſtration, That it is theſe Parochial Vi- 
int, and not ſuch Viſitations as 
we are now holding, (which ſeem to 
be only the Remains of the ancient 
Hnods.) that our Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
ordinarily mean, when they ſpeak of 
the Vilitation of the Archdeacon ; 
and that it is on account of the 


ſame Parochial Viſitations, and not of 


theſe, that the Archdęacons claim and 
enjoy their Procurations. Such Viſi- 
tat ions as we ate now holding, are more 
like General Chapters of = Ss 


1 
* 


14 
1 
0 


* 


ancientty held by the Rural = hu in 


Deanties 3 at which, 
the ther rain of — the 


Archdeacons to be often preſent ; and 
they, being Superior to the Rural 
Deans, in Nan 'of Jariſdition, grew 
by (degrees to 'Prefide over them, and 
from vhence, to have the ſole Auho- 
rity in them. But all the while, this 
"was not the Viſuntion of the Arch- 
deacon, nor was it ſo term'd ; that 
being always underſtooll, in our Eacle- 
ſiaſtical Laws, of the Parochial Viſita- 
tions; as appears by the ſevoral Conſti- 
tutions already cited, in which the Vi- 
ſitation ſpoken of, is not a Vifitatien 
of Perſons, but of Places ; nota-medt- 
ing of the Clergy at the Summons of 
the Archdeacon, but the Arehdeacon s 


repairing to the Church and Houſe of 
every patticular Clergyman. And it is 
remarkable, in a Conſtitution of Arch - 
biſnop Stephen, that theſe Local Viſita- 


tions (which alone were term d his 

Viſu.tions)' are directly opposd to the 
Rural Chapters or Meetings of the 
\Clergy, and Archdeacons are expreſſy 


fordidden, Ne die Viſitationis ſiae, apud 


Ecclefiam quam viſitant, Capitulum ce- 
Vvebrent; 


antun Rectores & Vicarii Archidin- 
cpnatus, ad communes Tractatus, - 
alia 


'where Lyndtwood ſays, a Ca- De Tracur. 
— is properly tliat, In guo congre- * -t. ut 


12 


De Conſuera- Collectio Rectorum, vic griorum, & ali- 
1 rum virorum Eccleſiaſlicorum, ob Trac- 


dine, c. 
ver. Capi 
Rurali bus. 


tation. 


citur Capitulum Er quia, ut commus- 
niter, bujuſmodi Capitula celebrantur 


ſiding in Rural Chapters, namely, by a 
- kind of devolution of Authority from 


neſs originally aſſign'd him, * which | 


- Government of the Church, 
Procurations 
allotted for 


- 1p: the Work and Duty of Archdeacons, 
— ſo it was to ſuch Viſitations, and no 


iid 
* 
Sr 
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alia inibi facienda; and elſewhere, 


tatus Commune inter ſe babendos, di- 6 


in locis minis inſignibus, viz. In rure 


conflitutis, hinc eft quod Capitula Ru- 


ralia dicuntur. / 


By this Account, we ſee, that the 


' Viſitation of the Archdeacon, and the 


Meetings of the Clergy at his Sum- 

mons, were wholly different, both in 

Name and Thing ; that the one did not 
ſucceed 1n the place of the other, nor 

the Meetings of the Clergy ſuperſede 
Parochial Viſitations , but that both < I \/ 
were practiſed and kept up at the ſame | 


time ; and, that it was late, in com» | 
pariſon, before the Archdeacon came in- 


to that Right of Summoning and Pre- 


K ee” — 


the Rural Deans; whereas, the Paro- 
chial Viſitation was the proper Buſi- 


(among other Heads) he ſhould be 
aſſiſting to the Biſhop, in the Care and 


And as Parochial Viſitations were , 


other 


Of Parochial Viſitations. 
„ || other, that their Right to-Procurati- 
i- (ons was annex d; as appears, both 
0 from the Original of Procurations, 
„ and the particular Laws for fixing and 
1 f regulating them. It is well known, 
r that Procurations were originally a 


2 Proviſion of Meat and Drink, which eve- 
1 1 was bound to make for 

| the Archdeacon and his Attendants, 

e when he came to Viſit his Church. 

e And becauſe oftentimes the Archdea- 

|= con carried with him a larger Atten- 

n dance than was neceſſary, and his 
t coming occaſioned a reſort of others to 

11 the Place, both which became burthen- 

e | ſome to the Incumbent ; and yet the 


h < 4 Clergy found no Remedy from four ſe- 
e | an; Conſtitutions that had been made 
1 againſt that irregular Practice; at laſt 
a Conſtitution was framed by Arch- 
biſhop Stratford, which effectually 
relieved them, by putting it in the 
choice of the Incumbent, whether 
he would entertain in Proviſions, 
| or compound for it by a certain 
Sum in Money; which laſt, being 


* —-•-ü„„%—k . m ̃ ͤö—v—v—— - 1 
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curations to a fixt payment in Money, 
as they are at this Day. 


) Obligation of the Clergy to pay, and 
the Right of the Archdeacon to 1 .— 
rocu- 


found the more eaſy way, generally 
prevailed, and by degrees brought Pro- 


In this Account, we ſee how the 


vg 
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prung from 


| 


1 


8 the 
Archdeacon, but far the fingle Day an 
which he viſits the Church that pays 
Othob. c. Na. it z of Othobon, That none ſhall de- 
tka mand Procuration of any Church, un- | 
leſs he actually viſit that Church ; 
Lyndw. de of Archbiſhop Stratford, That if 


yd or more Churches are viſited in one Day, 
(| 
; 


Naturæ. there ſhall be but one Procuration for 
it, and that, provided at the joint 
Charge of all the Churches viſited ; 
and of Archbiſhop Stratford, That 
for the Viſitation of the Mother, Church, 
and the Chapels of Eaſe belonging to 
it, there ſhall be but one Procuration, 
From all which, it is moſt clear and 
evident, that Procurations were aſſigned 
and paid to the Arehdeacons on account 
of their Parochial Viſtatiant, and no 


other. | 
That Procu- In proceſs of Time, after the Qhavge 


3 with. Of ; Proviſions into Money was eſta · 

88 it became a great Queſtion 

is owing. to between the Archdeacons and the Clexe | 

the annual gy, Whether the Procuration was due 

2;ment of From the Incumbent , in caſe the | 
| Arch- 


them. 


Of Parochial Viſtationt. 15 
Archdeacon did not actually viſit the 
Church. And tho? the Clergy tho 
that their Denial of payment in t 
7 was warranted by the Original 

— of Procuratiohs, which evi» 
ppoſed actual Viſitation; tho 
age thy + had two Conſtitutions on | their 
— one of Orbabon, the other of Othob. c. N- 
Archbiſhop Stratford, both forbidding 72ram yh: 
Archdeacons to demand the Procura- 7 Prom, yi 
| rion bur when they did viſe, and one 
i in ch 8 — . that put 

l it in the Choice of the to 
| it in Proviſions or Money 2 
{ 
; 


„ 


a 
— 
* 


yet 
Canoniſts ſeemed to be nat Reo to 
the Archdeacons, upon this Diſtinction, 
That Procurations were become due, 
not ratione Viſationis but Tatione 
Officii; which DiſtinRion, being di- 
realy 'oppolite to two expreſs Conſti- 
tutions, did, 1 — et never A 

at leaſt, was never wholly 

to. However the Vifcations intended in 
| that Diſtinction, being only Parochial, 
it will no more avail Archdeacons at 
this Day, in caſe Procurations are de- 


r / WW Wo 


Run! Chapters of the Clergy; neither 
| . any relation to Pro- 
curations, 


1 ny d, vl plead that they hold theſe Vi- 
Ei ſuat ions or Meetings of the Clergy, than 
3 It would have availed thoſe of former 
" | » Daystopleadithartheyheld theſe,orthe 
e 
c 
- 
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Of Parochial Vifttations. 
curations, nor being the leaſt ground 
for a Demand of them. Nor is there 
any foundation for à difference that is 
commonly made, where Archdeacons 
hold theſe Meetings of the Clergy 
only two Years, and are ſuſpended from 
holding them the third by the Biſhop's 
Viſitation (viz.that in thoſe two Years 


they have a Right to Procurations, but 


have no Right the third Year, as not 
actually Viſiting ;) ſince, in truth, what 
are called Viſitations in the two Years 
(ſuppoſing them not to be Parochial) 
give no better Title to Procurations, 
than if they were not held at all; and 
ſo the two Years and the third are 
equal, with regard to theſe, in caſe 
Parochial Viſitations are equally omit- 
ted in all the three. So that, to me, 
in the Eye of the Canon-Law ſingly, 
it ſeems to be ſtill a good Plea for the 
refuſal of Procurations, that no Paro- 
chial Viſitation was made; whether 
we conſider the original ground of 
Procurations,or the Conſtitutions which 
expreſly forbid the demand of them 
without having actually viſited the par- 
ticular Churches of which they are 
demanded. But the true Foundation 
upon which they are become due ab- 
ſolutely and unconditionally, 1s from 
the Statute-Law, which requires the 

"= payment 
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' payment of -Tenths to the Crown; WE 

1 and theſe Procurations, being brought 

* to a certainty in Money before the Va- 4 - = "= 
* luation of Ecclefiaſtical Promotions in ST | 


y dhe Reign' of King Henry the Eighth, £3 
n were then rated as the fixt and ſtand 3 Fi 
ing Revenues of the Archdeacons, and 1 
8 the ſame Law that entitles the Crown "ay = 
. to the yearly Tenth; does of courſe en- 4 ws 
t title the Archdeacon yearly to the Nine 1 

t Parts, of which that is the Tenth. 9 
1 But it is foreign to my preſent pur- : Þ 
) I pole to enter into the Subject of Pro- 2 

; curations; and what | have ſaid of 3 7 
q them, has been only to ſhow, that they | 

a were originally allign'd to Archdeacons, 

fe AQ and are ſtill due to them by the Eccle- 

* ſiaſtical Laws, only on account of their 

1 viſiting Parochially; Which, together | 

y with the Teſtimonies alledged before, 1 
8 do, I think, amount to a full and clear *F 
I Proof of the firſt Head, That inSub- YI 
.r |} © ordination' to the Biſhop, tha ? "4 
of Parochial Churches and Chane With Z 
h the Care of the Houſes and Pollefſions 7 
* belonging thereunto, doth property and Ma 
r= { of right belong to the Office of Arch- _- 
fe I deacon: It is a Work, that the Con- "Wo 
* ſtitutions of the Church ſpecially aſſign a bs 
* him; and a Work, in conſideration of 5 6 
m e which, they allow him a ſpecial Re- : A 


a 
” + 
* - e =" * 
= e 
II. The „. 
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U. The Ob- U. Tue ſecoud polnt which I un- 


ligation v9" Jertook to how, was, The firic Obli- 


Impropria- gation that lies upon Incumbents, Im- 


tors, and 


rs, and pjropriators, and Chatchwardens, to be 


to take CH unt and diligent in ſupporting and 

— 'Care of —— their In Cher , 

1 Chance , and Par ſoriage-bouſes, both 
point of Law, in Late and ſcience. o | 

To begin with CHURCHES and 

the diie Reparations and Ornaments 

rhereof, in point of LAW. It is not 

material to our preſent purpoſe, in whit 

manner theſe were taken care of before 

the Inſtitution of Pariſhes in the pte- 

fent Form. Every one knows, that 


in thofe Days the whole Revenue of 


the Dioceſe was paid to the Biſhop, 
and that, by many ancient Canons, 
one Shate was allotted to himſelf, auo- 
ther to the Maintenance of Divine 
Service, a third to the Poor, and a 
fourth to the Repair of the Church: 
But the regular Diviſion of Pariſhes, 
and the Eſtabliſhment of one certain 
reſident Miniſter in each Pariſh, having 
entirely alter'd that ancient Scheme; 
the know ledge of it is now become mat - 
ter only of Speculat ion and Curioſity. 
9 After the Care of the Fabrick and 


Pariſh ; the Of the Ornaments of the Church was 


Chancel by the devol ved upon the Incumbent, and the 
Redor. P ariſhi- 


Ta 


diſtinaly laid gut, a 


it continues at this Day, vis. The Re- 
pairs of the Chyrch and Church-yard, 
and the Veſtments, Books, and other 
Utenſils and Qrnaments, to be at the 
Charge of the Pariſh ; and the Care of 
the Changel, as ta Repairs, to reſt on 
the Rector. And this Conſtitution is 
ſo far from being Repealed by any 
Subſequent Settlements, that the Di- 


rections about theſe ters in the 


Canons, made in the Year 1603, are 
no other than what was the Law of 
the Church before, 1 more 

enforced by 3 


new ganction. 


The 85th Canon enjoyns Church- Care of the 
wardens to take care and provide, The wry as to 


the Churches be well and ſufficient 
repaired, and ſo Faw time to time — 
& 2 an 


Of Parochial Viſitations. 
and maintained, that the Windows be 
. well plazed, and that the Floor be kept 

paved, plain and even, and that all 
Things therein be in ſuch an orderly 
and decent fort, without Duſt, or 
thing that may be noiſom or — — A 
as beſt becometh the Honſe of God. 
The ſame Canon adds, that wet; 


S Church- take the like care that the Churchyards 
yards, be well and ſufficiently repaired, fenced, 
and maintained, with Walls, Rails, or 
Pales, as bave been in each place ac- 

—_— cuſtumed, | 
8. By the 8 1ſt Canon, there is to be in 
wi tec every Church, a Font of Stone ; by 
— the 82d, A convenient Seat for the Mi- 
niſter to read Service in; by the 83% 
A comely and decent Pulpit ; by the 


_ * Sach, A Cheſt for Alms; and by ano» 
a | ther, the Ten Commandments, and other 
1 choſen Sentences are required to be 


written upon the Walls, for the Edifi- 
cation of the People. 
Wellments. Then, as to Yeſtments; the 38 Canon 


1 enjoyns, that a decent and comely Sur- 
8 - plice; with Sleeves, be provided at the 

=_— : Charge of the Pariſh, Archbiſhop Win- 
LE chelſe's Conſtitution, which I juſt now 
4 | milou d ,. requires a Proviſion of 


a former Conſtitution of Archb 
Stepben_) there were in thoſe _— 
. 1 w 0 


_ © atbree Surplices, becauſe (according to 
hop 


ſo many Perſons who officiated, eſſe r 
clally in larger Pariſhes. And, at this 


Conſtitution obliges the Pariſh to pro- 


the Great Bible, and the Books. of Ho- 


(the firſt that rn after the 
| 3 
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day, in ſuch places, where by teaſen 
of the largeneſs thereof, more than one 
Miniſter is neceſſary, the aforeſaid 


vide Veſtments accordingly. _- 1; - 
Next, as to Books ; the Churchwar- ——3ooks, 
dens are obliged by the 80h Canon, 
But the Laus of the Church, both | 
ancient and modern, have taken more " 


to provide, the Book of Common Prayer, 0 | | 
eſpecial Care concerning the Veel, —Veſſel. | 


milies, | | | 
and other things requiſite for the de- * 
cent and ſolemn Celebration of the 


of Archbiſhop Stepben upon this Head, Lyndw. 4e 
requires, that every Church have 41% Ad 
Chalice of Silver, with other decent 

Veſſels; that of Archbiſhop Richard, 
That there be no Conſecration of the 
Euchariſt, but in a Chalice of Gold or 
Silver; and our 20* Canon, tho' it 
makes it ſufficient and not puniſh- 
able, if it be of Pewter, therein indulg- 
ing the poorer Pariſhes; doth yet plain- 
ly intimate, that it is t it ſhould be 
of purer Metal, The Rubrick, in the 
Common-Prayer- Book of Edward VI. 


Holy Communion, The Couſtitution 
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Of Forochiul Viſttùt ions. 
Reformation) enjoyns a Puten, or ſome 
other comely thing, to be 'prepar'd 
for the Bread; but ſays not, of what 
it ſhall be made; the Metal of the 
Chalice, which at that time was to be 
Gold or Silber by two expreſs Conſti- 
tutions, ſeeming to be alſo à ſufftei- 
ent ditection for the Metal of the 
Paten. To theſe, was addded, in the 
laſt reviſal of the Common - Prayer, 13, 
14, Car. II. a decent Baſon to receive 
the Alms of the People, and (as the 
'Rubrick directs )) to he provided by 
the Pariſh for that Pur poſe. As to the 


I. innen. Communion-Linnen; the Conſtitution 


of Stephen, is, That it be large; the 
Conſt itution of Walter, That it be kept 
wbole; and both direct, that it be al- 
ways kept clean and white. Where. 
with 'agrees the later direction of the 
82d Canon; which, having required 
that the Communion-Table be cover- 
ted at all times, during Divine Ser- 
vice, With n Cur pet of Silk, anii ocber 
*derent Sti, adde, that at the time of 
the Miniftration, it muſt be covered 
toith eu fair Lhmen Cloth (Which is 
only a recital of what before had been 


made Statutei Law, in the Rubrick of 


the fifth Tear of 'Edeward VI.) To the 
Cher of the Table, another Addition 


Was made in the laſt tevifal of the 


Commons. 


Ta 


A fair Linnen 
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Common-Prayer, 13, 14, Car: II. viz. 
Cloth to cover what, re- 
mains of the 
which was not in any of the 
Common- Prayer... 


ks of 


If this Enumeration. of the ſeveral 


Particulars, wherein the Churthwar- 
dens are bound to provide for the Ser- 


vice of God, ſhall be thought too mi- 


nute, or needleſs ; it may be remem- 
her'd, That it is not more minute, than 


the publick Authority of Church arid 
State has thought Fit to be, in our 


Conſtitutions, Canons, and Rubricks ; 


That nothing can be accounted eed- 


leſs, which tends in any meaſure to 
the Honour, Decency, and Uniformi- 
ty of God's publiek Wofſhip; and, That, 
however the preſent uſe of t 
Service of the Church may b known 
to all, yet the Lays, in virtue of 
which they are uſed, may not be ſo 
. wk under ſtood 3. eſpecially by 


eſe in the 


en who having the im- 


mediate care of all theſe things, are con- 


cerned to underſtaud, that the provi- 


ding of them depends not upon their 


pleaſure, but that there are many ex- 


; . preſs, Laws, to which they are an 
table if they do not. 


As to the Reparation of c HY AN- R 


Cc ELS; that Cara as I have ber * 


4 


Conſecrated 12 MY 


ir of 


— 4 * 
- * * 3 
r 
is . — 
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is expreſly aflign'd to the Rectors, by 
— 24 „be Conftirurion of Archbiſhop 'Win- 


U Parechian;, chelſey, except in places where Cuſtom 
may have determin'd otherwiſe. And 
Ls, Archbiſhop Walter, - having enjoined id 
elde. the Archdeacons, diligently to inſpect 
con. the Churches, in order to reparation, | 
adds, & maxime Cancellos ; which par- | 
ticular regard to Chancels ſeems to be 
owing to the particular Dignity of the 
Offices performed there, in the Cele- 
bration of the Holy Communion. And 
It might be upon the ſame Conſidera- 
tion, in part, that the Care of Chan- 
cels was at firſt aſſigned to the ReQors, 
as thoſe, who out of a Religious Senſe 
of the great Dignity of that Office, 7 
would not fail to beſtow ſuitable Care 
and Improvement, upon the Place 
where it is perform'd. And the leſs 
any of our Lay-Impropriators are 
moved by that Argument, to do Juſtice 
to the Chaucel ; the greater need there 
is to have recourſe to the Laws, to 
1 oblige them to it. 8 
Repair of Concerning the Reparat ion of PA R- 
bag. SONAGE-HOUSES, and of the 
other Edifices belonging thereunto ; 
there never was any diſpute, but that 
the Care thereof did always reſt upon 
the Incumbent, whether Rector, Vicar, * 
or Perpetual Crate; and * 
TY Wi t 
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the Conſtitution of Othobon (which is 

not a new Law, but only an Euforce- 
ment of what had been long the Law 


of the Church) enjoyns it in general 
Terms, Statuims atque 'precipimus, Othob. de 
ur wniverſ; Clerici ſuorum Reneficiorum = E 
domos, & cætera ædiſicia, reficere ſtu- 
deant condecenter; not barely to ſup- 

ort and uphold them, but alſo pre- 
erve them in a decent State. 

Thus far, of the Obligation that The Obliga- 
lies upon Incumbents, Churchwardens, doe Cg 0. 
and Impropriators, to be conſtant aud Churches and 
diligent in ſupporting and adorning Parſonage- 
their reſpective Churches, Chancels, 2 
and Parſonage- houſes, as far as it is an ſcience. 
Obligation of Law: I proceed now to 
the Obligation of CONSCIENCE. 
For the Fabricks which they are to 

take care of, are not their own, but 
are properly a Truſt committed to them 
by the Biſhops of the Church. To In- 
cumbents, is committed the Care of 
their - Houſes, together with -Endow- 
ments and Revenues to ſupport then) ; 
to the Churchwardens, the Care of the 
Church, together with a Power of 


making Rates for Repairs , Orna- 
ments, and Utenſils. And to neglect 
2 Care, which is thus ſolemnly com- 


mitted to them in the nature of a'Truf, 
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2 . Of Parachia ! Viſftations. 
is a breach. of Truſt, and by. conſe- 
- quence a breach of Conſcience. 
N Moreover, the Church, with all that 
= belongs to her, is by our Conſtitution 
1 eſteemed. to be always in a State of * 
1% Minority or Pupilage; and the 1o- 
| cumbents and Churchwardens being 
her immediate Guardians, for them to 

deny her the Conveniences that the 

Law allows her, is the ſame — 
1 8 as it is to ſtarve a Minor, for wh 
„ decent Support and Maintenance ſuffi- 
| Siem. Provo hath been lodg'd in our 


Again, Incumbents and Churchwar- 
dens, if they negle& the [Repairs and 
Ornaments reſpectively intruſted with |, + 
them, are anſwerable, in Conſcience, 
for à manifeſt Contempt they bring, 
the firſt upon the Order 5 the Cler- 
27 the . upon. the ,Worſbip of 
od. It is by no means reaſonable, 
yet ſo we ſee it is, and ſo it will al- 
ways he,, that the Honour and; Reſpect 
of the. People depends much upon the 
1 . outward Conduct and Oeconomy of 
1 | 18 8 97 own, Houſe and Fa- 
\ | Of the want of which there 
a0 be a mare publick 'Teſti- 
N than decayed or xuinous Fa- 
4 he very Appearance whereof 4 > 
{| \ wr draws Contempt upon the 
= Perſon, 
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Perſon, and takes off much of that 
Regard, Reverence, and Authority, 
which are of ſo great Advantage to- 
wards an effectual Diſcharge of the 
Minifterial Office. In like manner, 
the want of Cleameſs and Decency in 
Churches, and much more the want 
of neceffaty Repairs, will always breed 
1n the Minds of the People a Con- 
tempt of the Pablick Worſhip of God, 
and take off that Solemnity of the 
Place, which is apt not only to excite 
Chriſtians to an orderly and decent 
Behaviour, but alſo to Taiſe and 
up Devotion: For the ſake of which 
Advantages it is (and not on account of 
any outward Pomp and Grandeur) that 
the Laws of the Church do ſo ſtrict- 
ly enjoyn ſuch Accommodations and 
Ornaments, as may moſt contribute to 
Order and Decency. And as it is cor- 
'tain, that Churchwardens, who are 
negligent in this Matter, cannot have 
due Reverence for the Houſe of God 
themſelves; ſo are they, in this re- 
ſpect, accountable for the want of Ne- 
verence in their Neighbours, Add to 
this, the manifeſt Injuſtice they do-to 
the Pariſhioners, when, through fu - 
pineneſs, and ' forgetfulne(s of their 
: Oaths, the publick Reparations of the 

Church are delayed; 22 — 
| Y, 
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delay, become every Year. more ex- 


penſive and burthenſome: The. Fail- 


ings in Fabricks being like thoſe in 


the Body ; cured and amended at ſmall 
expence, if taken in time; but by de- 
lays, becoming very chargeable, and 


too often incurable. 
And this laſt Circumſtance equally 


affects the Conſcience of every Incum- 


bent, who is not careful of the Repairs 
of his own Dwelling ; which, by that 
means haſtens apace, always to an ex- 
penſive, and ſometimes to an irretrieva- 
ble State. Nor is it enough to ſatisfy 
their Conſcience under ſuch delays, that 
they determine to ſee it done &er 
they die, or, if they do not, their 
Executors will be accountable to the 
next Succeſſor ; ſince they know, their 
Liſe is uncertain, and that what the 
Laws allow in the nature of Dilapi- 


dations, tho generally much more than 


was neceſſary to have prevented the 
Miſchief, bears no kind of proportion 
to the real Damage occafion'd by a 
long Delay. 


From the Obligation of Law and 


Conſcience, upon Incumbents, Impro- 
priators, and Churchwardens, to be 


diligent in the Repairs and Ornaments 
of Eccleſiaſtical Fabricks; I paſs on to 
the third and laſt Head. 


III. The 
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III. The Remedy which the Laws Remedies, 
of the Church, and the Statutes of the Lans have 
Realm have provided, in caſe of neg- provided, in 
lect: Which Remedy conſiſts of two a Fg 
parts, Detection, and Coercion. bricks are un 
For the timely Detection of Faults repair d. 
and Breaches — = * the aol 

appoints two Methods : One 1s, t 
Preſentments of Churchwardens upon Þ Ts 
Oath, purſuant to the Articles exhibi- Churchwar- 
ted to them ; whereby their Conſcien; den. 

ccs are charged, among other things, 

with the Detection of whatever Faults 

or Defects they know, upon the Heads 

we are now treating of. And theſe 
Preſentments being frequently made, 

and every Preſenter almoſt under a 
neceſſity of ſeeing and knowing what 

is amiſs ; this Method alone would ſe- 

cure a certain Knowledpe of the State 

of Eccleſiaſtical Fabricks, if Church- 
wardens would pay a due regard to the 

Oaths they take. Concerning which 

Oaths, and the abominable Neglects 

and Breaches of them, to the great 
2 of the Church and Religion, 
omething may probably be ſaid on a- 

nother occaſion. In the mean time, it 

is too clear, that they are not regard- 

ed enough, to be in any meaſure de- 

pended on, as a ſufficient Detection 

mn 
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inthe preſent Caſe; and altho' the 1 1 3ch. 
Canon provides, That if-the Church- 
wardens neglect, the Miniſters 
Preſent, yet, neither are on dire) 
obliged to do it, nor is it reaſonable to 
expect it at their hands; ſince Pari- 
ſhioners would be too apt to inveigh 
againſt all Reparations and Ornaments 

unneceflary, the Charges whereof 
ey ſhould find to be brought upon 
them, by the voluntary Preſentment 
of their Miniſter. | 

If therefore a thorough knowledge of 
the State and Condition of Eccleliaſti- 
cal Fabricks is expected; another me- 
thod of Detection is to be taken, and 
that is, the Method, which is of great - 
eſt Antiquity, and which I have 


2. Parochial treated of at large, namely, Parg- 
Viltations. chial Viſitations ; whereby the Perſon 


immediately concerned to know, gives 
himſelf ſatisfaftion as to the true State 
and Condition of Things ; without 
either relying upon the Preſentments 
of Churchwardens, or bringing Incon- 
veniences upon the Clergy by Pre- 
ſenting. ö WP 

The other Remedy which the 
Church bas, in caſe her Fabricks are 


Obliging to iegleced, is the Power of Coergion ; 
Reparations. and the general Maxim of the Law is, 


cus 
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Cujus eſt Viſitare, ipſius eſt cumperta cor by Cen- 
nth Fot it would be a fruitleſs Un. ure. 
dertaking, to detect Faults, without a 
Power of Enjoyning and Enforeing 
Amendment. Which Power, in the 
caſe before us, is convey*dto Archdea- 
cons, ſometimes in general Terms, as 
in the Legatine Conſtitution of Ocho 30e, de Ar. 
which having required their Viſi tation ade, 
of Churches, and the Inſpection of 
all Things, Temporal as well as Spiri- 
tual, belonging thereunto, adds, Er 

2 corrigenda invenerint, corrigant ui- 

enter. And the Conſtitution of Arch- 

op Walter deſcends to the particu- 

lar Method they ſhall take, in cafe 
they find defects of auy kind in the 
Charh 1 e e pen quo⸗ ge 25 7724 
rint defectus, certum ant Office. Arc 
terminum, infra quem — gu 1 > 


ſuppleantur. 


And in this laſt circumſtance, name. 
ly An Admonition to repair what is 
2 the Archdeacon hath equal Au- 


thority with regard to 'Parſonage- 


houſes. So faith the Legatine Con- 
ſtitution of -O#hobon, which having Othob. 4e 
enjoined Iucumbents to repair them de- PD £4 


cently, adds, Ad quod A wt Epiſcopos By ge- 
i 


ite monean- queltration, 


tur. But in caſciof- diſc dience to that 
* beſides the infliction of Spi- 


ritual 
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ritual Cenſures by the Archdeacon, as 
in the caſe of Churches, the Law ap- 
— 4 a further Remedy, That if after 
nition, no care is taken of the 
Repairs in two Months (i. e. ſays Jobs 
de Athon in his Gloſs, ſo as to begin 
them) the Biſhop ſhall cauſe it to be 
done, out of the Profits of the Bene. 
fice : So ſaith the ſame Legatine Con- 
| Nirution, Si quis vers, poſt Epiſcopi vel 
 Archidiaconi monitionem, per duos men- 
"ſes id facere ceſſaverit, extunc Epiſco- 
pus, ipſſus Clerici fi ſumptibus, id fieri 
Faciat diligenter, de fruftibus ipfins 
Eccleſie & Beneficii, And this [ take 
to be the Law of the Church of Eng- 
land at this day; with the Limitations 
made by a later Conſtitution of Arch- 
biſhop Mepham in favour of Incum- 
bents, namely, That the Inquiſition of 
the Defects ſhall be made by credible 
rer upon Oath, That the Incum- 
ent ſball bave notice to be preſent, 
1 "be pleaſes, when the Inquiſition is 
made, and, That the Sequeſiration of 
Profits ſpall not extend raps ot (than 
the Defect do, accordi the Inqui- 
ſition ſo talen upon Oath. 
Somewhat more than a Gunn ago, 
namely, in the Year 1603. another 
Remedy was directed, in the caſe of 


Morober ; which Expreſſion, as I con- 
ceive, 
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ceive, includes the Houſes thereunto 
belonging, and whatever elſe is viſitable 
in a Parochial Way, It is in the 86t% 
Canon, which enjoyns the Perſon vi- 
ſiting, to certiſie the Defects they find, 
to the Commiſſionets ſor Cauſes Ec- 
cleſiaſtical: Not ſo, as to exclude the 
former Remedies, but only as a ſhort- 
er and a more formidable Way. But 
that Commiſſion being aboliſh'd, by 


the 16h of Charles the Firſt, the pre- No Prohibi- 


tion in Caſes 


of Repairs of 


foregoing Conſtitutions ; with this ad- Parſonage 
ditional Strength from an ancient Houſes, 


ſent Remedies, in caſe of Defects, are 
ſuch as have been deſcrib'd from the 


Statute of the Realm, made in the 
13* Year of King Edward the Firſt, 
by which it is provided, That if a 
Spiritual Judge puniſh for leaving the 
hurch-yard uncloſed, or for that the 
rch is uncover d, or not conve- 
niently decł d; no Prohibition ſhall 
lie : And, by Common-Law, the Sen- 
tence of the Spiritual Judge is alſo f- 
nal in the Cale of Parſonage Houſes; 
the Reparation of which belonging to 
Perſons merely Spiritual, there could 
be no pretence for a Prohibition, nor, 
by. conſequence, any need to provide 


, againſt it, in the fore-mentioned Sta- 


tute, 


D But 
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But altho the Hieb Commiſſon Court, 
upon which the 861 Canon ſeems. to 
devolve the Cognizance of ſuch De- 


fects, is now aboliſt'd ; yet that Ca- 


non is ſo far in force, as it enjoyns 
Parochial Viſitations to be made every 
three Years. The Obſervance of which 


Branch of the Archidiaconal Office, 


may be moſt reaſonably expected from 
them, whoſe conſtant Abode is with» 
in the Limits of their Juriſdiction ; 
which has not been the caſe in this 
Archdeaconry, for ſeveral Succeſſions. 
But fince it has pleas'd Providence to 
make it the preſent Caſe, I ſhall en- 
deavour, with God's Blefting, to com- 
ply with the Laws of the Church, and 
my own Duty, in that behalf; and 
it is a Work 1 ſhall enter upon the 
more chearfully, both . having 
propos'd it to our Right Reverend Di- 
oceſan, I perceive it will be a Thin 

acceptable to His Lordſhip; and 15 
becauſe it will be the Means of gi- 
ving me the Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
of ting better known to the Reve- 
rend the, Clergy of this Archdea- 


conry. 
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e AND 
||. DIRECTIONS 
In order to a 


PAROCHIAL VISITATION. 


To the Ixcunszurs, and Cnuacn- 
Waxpens, within the Archdeacon- 
ry of SURRY. 

Ntending with God's leave, to viſt my Arch- 
deaconry in a Parochial Way, I thought it 
convenient to tranſmit to you the following 

Articles and Directions, ſome time before ; that 
you may ſee at one View, what it ts the Laws re- 
quire both of You and Me, and in what State 
and Condition the ſeveral Churches, Chapels, 
and Manfions, 'ought to be found, © — 

It is not eaſie, nor will it be material, to de- 
termine preciſely, in what Order, and at what 
Times, the particular Pariſhes ſhall be Viſited, 
which muſt be done by degrees, and will depend 
upon Health and other Accidents. It is fuſfici- 
ent, that Notice of the Day and Hour ſball be gi- 
ven to each Pariſh, by a Citation in form; and if 
that Notice happens to be ſhort, there will be no 
room to complain of Surprize, 2 this General 
Intimation; which, it is to be hoped, will prove 

the means of Vnding ſome Things m Order, that 


at preſent may be amiſs. I am 


Your Aſſectionate Brother and Servant, 


"Lambeth, ' ©. 
July 1. 1711. 


EDM. GIBSON. 
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Articles and Directions, 


IN ORDER TO A 


e PAROCHIAL VISITATION 


OF THE SEVERAL 
CHURCHES and CHAPELS, 
AND OF 
The Houſes of all Re&ors, Vicars and Curates, 
INTHE 


Archdeaconry of SU R RY, 


To be made by 


— A 


Epmunp G1sson, D. D. Archdeacon of Surry. 


» 


To which is Prefix d, 


A Brief Account of Parochial Vi- 
ſitations, and of the Right and 
Duty of AR cRHDEACONs to 
make them. 


. 


Ss TIT I * * * 


In the Year MDCC XI. 


1 


wt 
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Pax ockIAI. Vis!TATIONS, 
AND THE 6 
RIGHT and DUTT 


OF 


' ARCHDEACONS to make them. 


Eo the performing 
„, Divine Service in 
FE {i due and ſolemn 
Manner as the: Ru- 


our Church direct, nothing is more na- 
ceſſary to maintain the Honour of God's 
Publick Worſhip, than that the Chiitch, 
and all things belonging to it, be pre+ 


ſerv'd in a decent, regular and orderly 


State. Concerning which, as a Matter 


of great Conſequence to Religion, the 


Laws of the Church in all Times bave 
been very particular; and, becauſe the 
4 Biſhop 


bricks and Canons of 


. 4» — => 
* 


Articles and Direct ions 


N Biſhop is —— employ'd in direct. 
ing the Clergy in their Office and Fun- 
ion, and attending the more weighty 
Affairs of the Church ; the ſame Laws 

bave for many Ages charged the Arch- 

„Lib. Row, deacons, in Subſervience to the Biſhops, 

Ord, among with the Care of the Fabrick, Utenſils, 


other Hrar- and Ornaments of the Houſe of God. * 


Duty of Archdeacons, mentions Honorem & Reftauratiqnem Eccle+ 
fiarum. Decretal. Tit, de Ofc. Archidiac. c. 1. | 

In the ſame Title, it is ſaid, with regard to the Goods and 
Utenſils of the Church, Quòd fi quid ex eit vel negligentis vel cu- 
juſdam fraude deperiit, tu (ſpeaking to the Archdeacon) boc reatu 
adftringeris, qui, per Archidiaconatuis Ordinem, cuſtodie ejuſdem 
Eceleſiæ artiis deputaris, Decret. Epiſt. Tit. de Off. Arch. c. 3. 
Where, the Gloſs upon the Word Cuſtodiæ, is, Ad ipſum etiam 
pertinent cura & ſolicitudo totius Eccleſiæ; meaning, not only the 
Care of the Goods and Utenſils, which had been particularly 
mentioned; but alſo the Care of the Fabrick, and of all things 
belonging to it, 

The Legatin Conſtitution of Otho commands Archdeacons to 
enquire de Sacris Vaſis C Veſtibus (Tit. 19. de Archidiaconis.) 
The Provincial Conſtitution of Archbiſhop .Walter enjoyns the 
ſeme Archdeacons, ut diligentem adbibeant confiderationem ad fa- 
bricam Eccleſia, & maxime Cancelli, fi forth indigeant Repar atione. 
(Lyndw. Tit. de Off. Archid. c. Archidiaconi, & infra.) And 
another, of the ſame Archbiſhop, more expreſly thus; Provide - 
ant Archidiacons, ut limeamina © alia ornamenta Altaris, ficut 
decet, ſint honeſta, & Libros habeat Ectlefia idoneog=—& ut honor 
debitus Divinus _— in omnibus impendatur, Lyndw, Tit. de 
Off. Archid. c. fint Eccleſiarum. 


II. In Conſequence of the Care of the 
Fabrick, Utenſils, and Ornaments, 4s 
aforeſaid ; it belongs to the Archdeacon, 
ta ſee that all Gifts and Charities, which 
baue been left or appropriated to the Fa- 
brick of the Church or Chancel, or to the 


* ft _ 


(e 


for 'a Parochial Viſitation. 


41 
finding of Nereſſaries or Conveniencies _ 
of any kind, be faithfullypreſerved, and In à Con- 
1740 bes U. * "+ -; AMirution of 
applied to their proper Uſes. Stephen Lang 
ton; Item provideant [ Archidiaconi] de poſſeſſirnibug=——ne Eccle- 
ſia ſuo jure defraudetur. (Lyndw, de Off. Archid. c. Ut Archid.) 
W here Lyndwood, tho' he is not ſo clear that the Word Paſſeſſioni- 
bus means the Tythes, Oblations, Ce. is expreſs, as to all Be- 
queſts for the Support of the Church-—Emolumenta © jura, ad 
Suſtentationem Ornamentorum & Fabrice Eccleſiz, five Luminari- 
1m, ordinata, legata, vel alias quoviſmodo praparata vel acquiſites 


Il. The Manfion-houſes of Incum- 
bents, with the other Edifices, being 
Eccleſiaſtical Fabricks, erected for the 
immediate Service of the Church, are, 


and baue long been, the Care of the tn a Con- 


ArchAeacon, equally with the Church ſtitution of 
it ſe [ ra 7 9 Otboben; Sta- 
it ſelf. tuimus © pre- 
cipimus, ut uni verſi Clerici ſuorum Beneficiorum Domos, © cætera 


adificia, prout indiguerint, reficere ſludeant condecenter ; ad quod 


per Epiſcop's ſuos vel Archidiaconos ſolicit? moneamur, Tit. 17. 
de Dom, Eccl, ref. 


IV. Alf, Parochial Libraries, e- 
retted chiefly for the Uſe and Benefit of 
Incumbents, are un ler the Inſpectian of 
the Arcbdeacon; whoſe Duty it ig, to 
ſee that the Books be carefully preſer- 
vel, and all Benefadtions towards they x, an Ad, 
Support and Increaſe of ſuch Libraries, Entituled, 40 
duly applied, | A jo Moms 


better Preſer- 
vation of Parochial Libraries, it is provided, That it ſhall and 


may be lawful to and for the proper Ordinary — or the Arch- 
deacon, or, by his Direction, his Official or Surrogate Qin 
his or their reſpeRive Vilitation, to enquire into the State and 
Conditiory of the ſaid Libraries, and to 'amend and redreſs the 


Grieyances 


Grievances and Deſects of. and concerning the ſume, as to him 
or them ſhall ſeem meet — and the ſaid Ordinaries, Arthdea- 
tons, or Officials, reſpectively, Mall have free zccefs to the ſame 
at ſuch times as they ſhall reſpectively appoint.  Sfar. 7. Aan. 
NR 1 
Every Rear, Vicar, Ne, afl make or cauſe to be made a 

new Catalogue of all Books remaining in, or belonging to ſuch 
Library, and ſhall — mid Catalogue, thereby acknowledg- 
ing the Cuſtody and Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Books, 1674. C. 4. 
-> | mall de kept within the ſaid Library for the entri 
and rept ing of all ſuch Benefactions, and ſuc ks, as ſhall 
be given towards the ſame, und therein the Miniſter ſhall enter, 
or cauſe to be fairly entred ſuch BenefaRion, and an Account of 
all ſuch N hol from time to time be given, and by whom 

iven. Ibid. C. 8. | 
: Orders and Rules [ ade, or to be made, for the good Govern- 
ment of the Library] thall from time to time be entred in the 
ſaid Book, or ſome other Book to be prepared for that Purpoſe, 
and kept in the {aid Library, 1bid. &. 9. 


V. The Mzthod which the Eccle/i- 

aſtical Laws have preſcribed to Arch- 

earons, for the Yue Diſcharge of their 

Office, in the {oregoing Particulars, is, 

Parochial Viſitation ; or, the repairing 

* In a Con- Perſonally to the Church of every Pariſh, 
ſlitution of O. and to the Manſjon-houſe of every In- 
tho; De Ar- cumbent. * | 


chidzaconts 
quoque ſtatuims, wt Eceleflas & utiliter fideliter viſient. Tit. 19, 
De Archidiaconis. | WI | 

A Conſtitution of Archbiſhop Valter, requiring Archdeacons 
to inſpe& the Fabricks of Churches, ſays, That this muſt be 
done in Vifitationibus Ecclefiarum faciendis. Lyndw. Tit, de Of: 
fic. Archid. c. Archidiaconi. n a 

The Canons of 1603. expreſly require, That every Archdes- 
con ſurvey the Churches of bis Juriſdiction once in very three Tears, 
er cauſe the ſame to be done. Can. 86. | 


VI. Wherever Defe&s f any kind 
are found, the Archdeacon hath Power 
to 


Py 


— - 


f\ 


for a Parochial Viſitation. 43 


to enjoin Reparation within a convenient 


Time, upon 2 of Ectlefiaftical Ger « cujus oft vi- 
fures ; to which be is bound to proceed, ſtare, infureſt 
4 . 2 6 7 = 
in caſe of Neglef# or Diſobedience. * 1 2 

The Legatin Conſtitution of Orbe, after a general Direction to 
Archdeacons, to inſpec all things, Spiritual and Temporal, be- 
longing to the Church, adds, Er que corrigends invenerint, cor- 
rigant diligenter. Tit. 17, de Dom. Eccl, ref, 

In the Conſtitution of Archbiſhop Vater, SI quos invenerint 


defetus, certum ſub pani prafigant rerminum, infra quem emen- 


dentur vel ſuppleamur. Lynd w. Tit, de Of, Archidiac. c. Archi- 


diaconi, 


in Writing; that it appear to him 
—7 ty od . 


Stephen Lang- 
ton; Habeant 
etiam Arehidaacons in ſcriptis redadta amnia arnamenta © uten- 
Ilia Ecclefiarum ; veſtes quoque N libros— ut videam que fue- 
rint adjeta per diligentzam perſonarum (ad quas ſpeRat de tali- 
bus providere, Lyndw. ] vel gue tempere intermedio per ipſarum 
malitians vel imperitiam deperierum, Lyndw. de Off. Archid. c. 
Ut Archidiacani, Where Zyndwoed's Gloſs upon the Clauſe In 
Scriptis, is this; Ut bac Scripta indenzara forent, bonum eſſet; fic 
ut un pars rementrer penes Archidiaconum, alia penes Parochiands. 
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Articles and Direct ions 
In Order to a 


PAROCHIAL VISTTATION. 


— — 


dit ſeem'd neceſſary, after 
s long Diſuſe of Parochi- 
al Viſitations, to premiſe 
ſomething concerning the 
—— Nature of ſuch Viſitati- 
ons, and the Right and Duty of Arch- 
deacons to hold them, to the end the 
general Deſign of them might be ſeen, 
and the Revival appear to be Uſeful 
and Legal; ſo, to render them the 
more Regular and Effectual, it is e- 
qually neceſſary, that all who are con- 
cerned, and eſpecially Churcb-wardent, 
ſhould be prepared for them, by parti- 
_ Inſtructions upon the following 
Heads: 


I. The Matters to be Inſpeted, in a 
Parochial Viſitation. 
—— II. Tbe 


7 


{4 


Articles and Directions, &c. 
II. The proper Methods of Proceed- 
ing in it. 
III. The Things to be done, in Con- 
ſequence of it, in order to the effetu- 
al Remedy of 2 Defeits as ſhall be 


found. 


CA ccc cen cBN cus 
FIRST HEAD. 


The Matters to be Inſpected, in 
a Parochial Viſitation. 


I. The CHURCH and CHANCEL. 


[ Covering and Roof ; 
to ſee, That as 
be good, and ſecu- 
red againſt Rain. 
Walls and Doors, 
That — * firm, 
* Fabrick\ platerd. 

indows, That they 


L eaves 


Seats, 


be well glazed. 4 
Floor, That it be. 


| paved, plain and Car. 25. 


% 


45 


alls well * Decretal. de 
4 Arcbid. 


Y x Ty, 
by 
chidia- 


46 - Articles and Directiunr 
| 2 


2. 
* Can. 70, * Furniture 


21, $2, 83. 


3. 
+ Lyndm, Tit. + Books 
de Of. A- 5 
chid. c. ſint 
Eccleſ. 
Can. 52. 70, 


191 de Ar- 
chid. 2 
Tit. de ON 
Arcbid. Co ſint 


Eccleſ. 
Can. 58. 82. 


— 


ing-Desk, Font of 


3 Locks and Keys 
for the Regiſter. 


1 Book and other Pa- 
I pers, Bells and 


Bell-ropes, Bier for 


| | the Burial of the 


Dead; That all 
| theſe be firm, con- 
| venient, and in 


x good Order, 


[Great Bible, Com- 
mon- P rayer , and 


Homilies; Regiſter 


| of Parchment, Book 


\ 


the Names of 


flrange Preachers, 
Table of Marria- 
ger That they be 
ept welkbound , 
whole, and fair. 
Sur plice, Hood, Car- 


| get for the Commu» 


nion · Table, Linen- 
aloth for the Com- 
munion- Table, Li- 
nen - cloth to cover 
the Elements, Cu- 


Mb 
„a.. * Peſtments J ſbion for the Pul- 


Pit, 
/ 


14 


8 — 
— 


17 


fe er Porachial //itation. 


* Ornaments 


— — 


47 
far Burial ef the 
theſe be decent and 


comely, and kept 


1 whole and clean. 
CFlagon, Chalice, and + Decretal. de 
Paten for the Com. 15 oe 

| 52 1 0 B- de Ar- 
nn JOr- 1Be rt g. bid. Can. 20. 
; That they be da. EEO 
| whole and decent. 


| pit, Herſe-cloath 


— 


or Chapel, That it 
be kept in orderly 
and decent ſort, 


E whole Church, 


without Duſt, or 


| anything that ma 

| be et Wii, 
or unſeemly. 

Ten Commandments ; 
That they be fair- 


A. 


| ly written, and ſet * Can. 82.85. 


| the Church Or 


, 
, 


Chapel. 
| Choſen Sentences of 


h Scripture. ; That 
they be fairly writ⸗ 


ten upon the Walls, 


in Places conveni- 


II. BENE. 


18 articles and Deb 


Heede. If. II. BENEFACTIONS towards the 
OY: 12 Re pairs, Utenſils, or Ornaments of 
Archid. tbe Churcb, 


That the Lands, Moneys, &c. given 
to thoſe Uſes, be ducly ſecured, pre- 
ſerved, and applied. 


III. The CHURCH-YARD. 


That it be well and ſufficiently re- 
paired, fenced, ani maintained, with 
Walls, Rails, or Pales, as have been 
in each Place accuſtom'd ; that it be 
alſo kept clean, and decent; and that 
the Trees growing therein, be duly 
Eiw. 1. Preſerved, and ordered, for the Secu- 

rity of the Church and Church-yard. 


Oibeb. Tir. IV. The MANSION- HOUSE of the 
17. de Dom. Rector, Vicar, or Curate ; with the 
wo. Bee other Houſes, Buildings, and Fences, 

thereunto belonging. 


That all of them be kept in good 

and ſufficient Repair ; and particularly, 

* Reficere ſtu that the Manſion or Dwelling. Houſe 
deant Crren. (over and above the Repairs which are 
Othob. Tit. deemed Neceſſary) be kept in ſuch * de- 
3 cent manner, as 1s ſuitable to the Con- 
certenctemge qition of the ſaid Rector, Vicar, or 


Curate. V. PARO- 


* 


£ 


R han dh — W 8 a 
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fot a Parochia Viſitation, 


0 
* 

* 
- 


D 
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v. PAROCHIAL' LIBRARY (berg w. 7; 4m. 


7 o 


any 


ſuch bath been erefied,) with 


|< the Books, and other Benefactions, 


C. 


which have, from time to time, been 


given to It. 
» 4 
. g ; 1 1 k 


That the Place be furniſhed with 


Shelves, Desks, and other Convenien- 
ces, and be alſo kept clean and dry; 
that the Books be preſerved in good 


Order, and an exact Catalogue of them 


taken, and ſigned, by the Miniſter , 
that all Monies, Lands, &c. given for 
the Increaſe and Maintenance thereof, 
«ly be duly tegiſter d and applied; and that 
all other Ruler and Orders, made for 
the good Government of the ſame, be 
obſervet. 


SECOND HEAD. 


The proper Methods of Proceed- 
ing in @ Parochial Viſitation. 


1. HE Incumbent and Church- 


110% wardens to be regularly Ci- 
ted, to receive and undergo the Viſita- 


tion of the Archdeacon. | 
- SI 


14. 8 3. 4 
9. 


** w* £ Hh 


* 
: . 
» 


. *. 411 be * 
Regiſter and Apparitor: The 
doparicer, to teſtify the due ſerving of 
ſuch Citation; the Regi/ter,..to note 
down the Abſence of any of the Par- 
ties concerned, the Defects that ſhall 
be found, the Decree of the Archdea- 
con for Reparation of [thoſe Defects, 
and all other things and matters of 
like nature, which it may be neceſſa- 
or convenient to Regiſter, in the 
Courſe of the Viſitation. 25 

3. The Incumbent and Church- war- 
dens to be ready in the Church, on 
the Day, and at the Hour, appointed 
and ſpecified in the ſaid Citation, 

4. The Books, Veftments, and Vef 
els, to be all produced by the Church- 
wardens, and placed in the Veſtry, or 
in ſome convenient part of the Church 
or Chancel, againſt the Hour appoint- 
ed in the Citation; in order to be ſe- 
* viewed, ang examined. 

5. A particular Account or Reperts 
of the ſaid Books, Veſtments, nA Vel. 
ſels, and of the ſeveral Benefactions 
towards Repairs, Utenfile, and-Qima- 
ments, as aboveſaid, to be ready pre- 
pared in writing, under the Hands of 
the Incumbent and Church-watdens, 
and to be exhibited to the Archdeacon 
at the Time of his Viſitation, 


6. The 


V 


3», 


9 W Dn” 


Reher V 


! 


| 


{ 4 


for a Parecbial Viſnatien. 


* = ; aid Account o OW 
ing firſt found true an dt, u 

a view def the rc Pankl to 
be ſigned. by the Regiſter; and a Copy 


thereof (in like'matiner ſigned and at- 


teſted) to be by him delivered to the 
Church -wardens, within two Months 
next enſuing, in order to be depolited 
in the publick Cheſt of the Parffh.. 

7. T he Incumbent and Chureh· war- 
dens to accompany the Archdeacon 
from the Church to the Manſion hon ſe 
belonging to the ſaid Incumbent 4 and 
that, together, with the other Bui 
ings, and the Fences, to be in like 
manner particularly viewed and inſpe- 

e E. 1 , 


Aged 


8. The Parochial Library | (where 
there is 42 to be next inſpected 
by the Arehdeacon, accompanied as a 
foreſaid; unleſs it ſhall be in the 
Church, or Manſion-houſe; and, in 
fuch Caſe, to be viſited together with 


966 98 . 1 
. 
# Ch 7 £ 
* » 
* — . 


E A2 THIRD 
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| Articles and Directions 
THIRD HEAD. 


The Things to be done, in Con- 
- . ſequence of ſuch Parochial Vi- 
fitation, and in order to the ef- 
fectual Remedy of the DefetTs 
which ſhall be found. 


1. HR incumbem or Church- 
| wardens (as reſpeQtvely con- 


„and obliged) to be Admoniſhed 
to repair the Defects, within ſuch time 
as ſhall then and there be aſſigned by 
Sg. (( 

2. The ſaid Incumbent and Church- 
wardens to ceftify under their own 
Hands, and the Hands of two or more 
fubſtantial Pariſhioners, 'at the next 
General Vi/#tation of the Archdeacon 
or within ſuch other time as he ſhalf 
judge fit and reaſonable, that the De- 
feds are accordingly - 1g 

3. The Certificate ſo made, to be 
Entred in the Acts of the Archdeacon's 
Viſitation, with reference to the for- 
mer Entry of the Defe& or Defects. 


4. In 


for a Parochial Viſitation. 

4. In caſe ſuch Certificate is not re- 
turned at the Time appointed, then 
the Incumbent or Church-wardens (as 
reſpectively concerned) to be proceed- 

ed againſt by — ＋ ＋ Cenſures, 
and Penalties, until the Defects ſhall 
be repaired, and a Certificate thereof 
returned, in the Form and Manner be- 

fore directed. 


% 
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PRESENTMENTS 
AT 
GENERAL VisttartioNs. 


Reverend Bretbren, 


| OU may remember, that 
at my laſt Viſitation, the 
Subject which I diſcours'd 


os, was, the Duty of Pre- 


Conſcience ; from the general Obliga- 


tion upon Chriſtians, as ſuch, to en- 


deavour the Suppreſſion of Vice; from 
the particular Obligation of a ſolemn 
Oath upon the Officers of the Church, 
to make due Preſentments, in order to 
ſuch Suppreſſion ; and from the mani- 
feſt Guilt contracted by thoſe, who en- 


= 


a Ourage Vice, by the negle& of their 
CH * Oath, * ris re © | 


F 


ſentments, in point of 


* This was 


deliver'd in a 


Sermon, from Lev, 19. 17, Thou alt in any wiſe rebuke ry 


* +. at a 
0 
» 
i 


38 Of Preſentments 


| Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin pen him. And that part of it, 


which more immediately related to the Duty of Preſenting Of- 
fenders, in order to be puniſhed by the Cenſures of the Church, 
was afterwards Printed in the Preface to my Articles for a Gene- 
ral Hi tation; where it will be found (together with thoſe Arti- 
cles) at the end of this Diſcourſe, | 


The Subject of my Diſcourſe at this 
Time, ſhall be, the Duty of Preſent- 
ments in Point of Law ; and what I 
conceive proper to be offer'd upon that 
Point, ſhall (for Methods ſake) be re- 
duced to Five Heads. 


Heads to be Firſt, The Perſons Preſenting. 
created ol. Secondly, The Oath which the Law 
has provided, to ſecure due and 
faithful Preſentments. 

Thirdly, The Puniſhment of neglect- 

ing to make due Preſentments, 
and the Protection which the Law 
gives to thoſe who Preſent duely 

and conſcientiouſly. 

Fourthly, The Manner of framing 
Preſentments. 

Fifthly, The Legal Power, which 
ſtill remains in the Church, for 
the efeFual Proſecution of Pre- 
ſentments. 


- Theſe Heads I ſhall touch upon, 

briefly, and without much . Enlarge- 

ment ; intending only to ſhow, at one 
View, how the Law of * 
1 * 4 


4 


Ly 


75 


| each Head. 
I. For the Firſt, the Perſons Pre- The Perſons 


\ 


at General Viſitations. 
hath ſtood, and doth now ſtand, upon 


4 . 
* 
* 


59 


ſenting; they are now chiefly the Pee. 


eb. wardens : Which is not accor- 
ding to the Rule of the ancient Canon- 
Law, nor according to the Practice of 
the Church of England before the Re- 
formation; Church-wardens being, by 
their Original Office, only to take care 
of the Goods, Repairs, and Ornament 
of the Church ; for which Purpoſes, 
and no other, they have been reputed 
a Body Corporate for many Hundred 
Years, as appears by the ancient Regi- 
fler of Writs, But the Buſineſs of Pre- 
ſenting, was devolved upon them by 
Canons and Conſtitutions of a more 
modern Date- | 
The ancient Method was, not only 
for the Clergy, but the Body of the 
People within ſuch a Diſtrict, to ap- 
pear at Synods, or as we now call 
them, General Viſuations (for I have 


obſerved before, that what we now 


call Viſitationt, were really the annual 
Synod: ; the Laws of the Church, by 
Viſitations, always meaning Viſuati- 
ons P arochial: ) And the way was, to 


ſelect a certain Number, at the Diſcre- 


tion of the Ordinary, to give Infor- 
mation 


65 
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mation upon Oath concerning the 


| Manners of the People within the Di- 


ſtrict; which Number, the Rule of 
the Canon-Law upon this Head, evi- 
dently ſuppoſes to have been ſelected, 


3% J. 5-c- 7. while the Synod was fitting : Epi/co- 


in Synodo reſidens, poſt congruam 
in, ſeptem ex plebe ipſius Pa- 
rocbi æ, vel eo amplius, prout viderit 
expedire, maturiores, honeſtiores, at- 
que veraciores viros, in medium debet 
evocare ; and ſo on. But afterwards, 
when the Body of the People began to 
be excuſed from Attendance, it was 
directed in the Citation, that four, 
{ix, or eight, according to the 'Pro- 
portion of the Diſtri&, ſhould appear, 
together with the Clergy, to repreſent 


Extra. I. 2. t. the reſt, and to be the Teftes Snoda- 


21.— . 7. 


Arund. 473. 
2, 


les, as the Canon-Law elſewhere ſtiles 
them. Citations of this tenor, ap- 
pear without number, in the Records 
of our Church before the Reforma- 


tion ; one of which, for an Example, 


I will recite out of the ſaid Records: 
Citetts infuper, ſeu Citari faciatis, pe- 
remptorie, quatuor vel ſex, juxta lati- 
tudinem & amplitudinem ſingularum Pa- 
rochiarum 1 = 
chianos, nguli Parochiani ſingu- 
larum — bujuſmodi, compa- 
reant coram Nobis, ſuper inquirendis 
' | a 


at General Vi ſitations. 
ab eiſdem, Viſitationem noſtram bujufe 


modi, correct ion mque & ſalutem Ani- 
marum concernentibus, veritatem quam 
noverint dicturi & depoſituri. And 
elſewhere, we find a ſpecial Proviſo 
added, Qudd Laici evocandi, ſint fide 
digni, veridici, converſationis honeſt e, 
& bone fame, ac qui ſuper conſuetis 
Viſuationis Articulis plas noverint, ve- 
lint, &. auſi fuerint dicere veritatem. 
All this while, we find nothing of 
Church-wardens Preſenting, but the 
Style is, Parochiani dicunt, and the 
like ; till a little before the Reforma- 
tion, when we find the' Church-war- 
dens begin to Preſent, either by them- 
ſelves, or elſe with two, three, or 
more Parochiani fide digni, joined 
with them ; and this 1s evidently the 
Original of that Office, which our Ca- 
nons call the Office of Sidemen, or 
Aſſiſtants. | 

But altho' this became the ordinary 
Practice, it ſeems not to have been the 
only Practice, excluſive of the ancient 
Method, even after the Reformation; 
inaſmuch as we find in the Viſitation- 
Articles- of Edward the Sixth, and 
Queen Elizaberb, this Enquiry con- 
cerning Miniſters, Whether they baue 
given open Monition to their Pariſbio- 
ners, to detect and preſent to their Or- 

| dinary, 
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dinary, vicious Perſons of ſeveral Sorts 
there mentioned. The Article ſays 
not, private Monition to the Church- 


wardens and Sidemen, but open Moni- 
tion to their Pariſhioners ; which ſeems 
to imply, that the Ordinary was then 
22 to remain in Poſſeſſion of 
his ancient Right, not only to receive 
Preſentments from any Pariſhioner, but 


alſo to —— any Pariſbioner 10 Pre- 


ſent according to his Knowledge. 
But whatever was the Practics, I 
think there is no expreſs Canon or Con- 
ſtitution for Preſentments by Church- 
wardens, till the Year 1571 3 in the 
Canons of which Year, one Branch of 
the Office of a Church-warden, is, to 
admoniſh irregular Livers z and, if 
they reform not, to ſignify their Names 
to the Miniſter ; and it they till go 
on, then the Rule is, Eoſdem in Epiſ- 
* Si quis, yel coporum G Arc hi diaconorum V 7 ſitationi- 
aperto Adul- bus cient * 
terio, vel ſtu-— patef: 4 
pro, vel inceſtu, vel ebrietate, vel jurandi conſuetud ine, vel le- 
nocinio, vel uſurà, vel alia demùm quacunque Impuritate Vi 
& nequitià, Fratres oſſenderit; illos Æditui amiet & fraterne 
admonebunt, ut refipiſcant. od niſi fecerint, indicabunt eos, 
& nominabunt vel ReQori, vel Vicario, vel Parocho, ut ab illis 
aſperids & vebementiùs admoneantur, &, fi perrexerint, tantiſ- 
r dum redeant ad Sanitatem, à Sacrà Communione arceantur. 
Veque qui incontinenter & laxe vivunt, pro-meritis ſuis Legum ſe- 
veritate caſtigentur ; iidem Æditui eoſdem illos Adukergs, For- 


nicatores, Inceſtos, Ebrioſos, Juratores, Lenones, Uſurarios, in 
Epiſcoporum & Archidiaconorum Vilitationibus pa : 


Of 


[4 
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Of the like tenor (ſaving the previ- 
ous Admonitions' by Church-wardens, 
and Miniſters,) is the Canon now in Can. cix. 
Force concerning this matter, That the 
Church-wardens, or Queſimen, and Side- 
men, in their next Preſentments to their 
Ordinaries, foall faithfully Preſent all 
and every of the Offenders there ſpeci- 
fed; to the intent that they and 
of them may be puniſbed by the Seve- 
rity of the Laws, atcording to their 
Deſerts. g 

The Obſervation which would make 
upon this Head, is, That ſince in all 

Places, one, and in ſame Places both 
the Church-wardens are choſen by the 
Pariſhioners, (i. e. by thoſe who are 
chiefly to be Preſented; and that 
Choice oft-tunes made, more with an 
Eye to their skill in ſecular Affairs, 
than to their Zeal for Religion ;) the 
Conſtitution of our Church in this 


particular, is evidently in a vor ſe 


State, than when the Ordinary was 


veſted with a Right to ſelect particu» 
lar Perſons out of every Pariſh, for 
the conſcientious Performance. of fo 
important a Work : An Evil, that is 
vo way to be alleviated, but by the 
Power which is ſtill pre ſerved to Mi- 
niſters in many Places, of the ſole 
Nomination of one W 
N irſt, 
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Firſt, by emp ding, that Power ſor 
the Choice of ſuch 

| God, and have a Zeal for the Suppreſ- 
ſion of Vice; and then, by taking 
care to tranſmit the ſame Power to 
their Succeſſors; which is oft- times 


loſt, or at leaſt becomes a matter of 
Diſpute, by a neglect and diſuſe of the 


Exerciſe of it. 


The 0ath II. The ſecond Head, is, The Oath, 


make due Pre- 


which the Law hath provided, to ſe- 
cure due and faithful Preſentments, 

And that the Teftes Synodales did 
from the beginning take ſuch an Oath, 
appears from the ſame Chapter of the 
ancient Canon-Law, that [appoints 
thoſe Teftes to be ſelected and called 
out by the Ordinary; in which Chap- 


25.9.5.c,7.ter, is alſo the Form of the Oath at 


large, And, as to the Extent of their 
Duty, it was, (as appears by the Oath) 
to preſent every thing, quod contra 
Dei voluntatem, & red am Cbriſtiani- 
tatem, in iſt; Parochid fadam fit ; 
which is followed by this Enforcement 
of their Duty, in the Body of the 
Oath, quod tu nec propter amorem, nec 
propter timorem, nec propter pretium, 
nec propter parentelam, ullatenus celes. 
+ There is no Canon or Conſtitution 
of the Church of England, either an- 
IA cient 


erſons who fear 


* 
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eng or modern,” that hath * landed 
orm of the Oath to be uſed on 
this i nor have I ever met 
with any ſuch 'F orm, entred at Tength 
in our are aſtical Records, as the 
Form ordinarily uſed in the Church of 
England, But it appears by the fame 
Records. That the Picferitery Were one. 
rati in conſcientiis by the Ordinary, to 
diſcover what they knew to. watit 9 
neat and Correction, in rebu; 
perſonis ; and it 1s probable, tha they 
followed the fore-mentioned Oat © 
ſcribed in the Body of the E888. K 


=. Er 


which Body of Law, before the br 1 


formation, was of current Aut bori Pig 
a 


i [+ this Realm, as it w in other 


I 
of the Weſtern Church, 2.57 
But as Conteffs grew bas "hi 
nds of the two. Fur e 22 
fraſtical and {oy went 5 is, arhotig 
other p ſerene croac hments, Was 
char * upon the Ordiniaries, and ar Bice 
ceſiaſtical Judges, That they in 
divers'Things iti r Artic Ie 115 
kfiation, which were not of ſpit 
izance'; züd that, by ren 
an Oath from the Church · w eng to 
Preſent accur din ue To ' thoſe Article, 
they did, in Con | 


equence, require them 


to take an eee Law they 
e nor ought 
mien 


Upon 


66. Of Prefentments 10 
* Upon this Foundation, the People 
were encouraged to remove 
ag from the, Spiritual to the 
emporal Courts, b ibitions ; as 
Hetl. 132. it happe nd in the es of Charles 1, » 4 
Rel our Dir eng oe 
ailpr r of Diſcor 
eighbours; z upon which, the qr 7a 
con epjoined him Purgation, and up- 
on u motion, the Temporal Court grant= || 
ed a Prohibition N Eb | 
175. and 1 Nr Ig = | 
long'd more properly to 1 
than to the Spiritual uh, unleſs the | 
Raili were in the Church, or the 
x. Ventr.114-Jike,” And in the 16%, and 23%. of 


Hard, 364. Charle appears by the , 1 + 


| s the Second, as 
ö Law- Books, . who 
had refuſed the N were, an the 


like. ap in ſuch Re- 
Fa de Taner a Coon Till 
89 the Catel, of this kind 
ho plying, ur ale great Trou- 
. tble both and 


ns and 0- 
5 Which Church; y bon 
| 4 elves, inſtead "of, 
0 ,of Ade to Proc 
+ "Pere Preſen "te. 

0 1009 "4 2 taſtical 


5 Count of King's Regch once, 1 
the 25th, and 2 
Charles the 


Kae of their Duty. 


= 
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ya ical Laws of this Ra. 


And 
th thus modall'd, was Allowgd ; 3 Keb. 205, 
1 two ſeveral Times, in 926. 


n in the 2 
Beſore both 5 8 
Judgwents, it had been 7 5 
clared in the ſame Court, That - op Ventr. 127, 
ſome Things might bs inſerted in the 
Articles of ee, which were not 
properly of Ecclehaſtical C 2 
yet if the Oath was conceived and ten 
der'd in thoſe general Lerms, the 
Church-wardens could not legally xe- 
ſuſe it; Aae as the Articles were 
8 only by way of Direm iaa and 
Charge, by the tenor of the Oath, 
e e Lame, and not the 
— the Legal Rule and 


It is required by the 11 din Geno Articles of 
of ous, Charch, That nls of Nit vibes 


Tation be delivered to the Charch-whr- 


dens, to ground their Preſemments 
upon; , the the Principal Thing 


W 8 1 * % tn. Mts — #4 * 
— N Dx ” LA — 


* WD thus, Toi 
e ber, e 
4, 20 pars, 1 e are Preſent 


h r Pavi 
851 off ee, IX Tray 
Lak the Bok I 
1 5 | whhh 


=. 
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which ought to be Preſented, are ſaf- 


ficiently known to moſt Men, and for- 


mer Books of Articles are at hand; 
yet, having now attained ſome ſmall 
Experience in theſe Matters, I ſhall, 
God willing, in Obedience to the Ca- 
non, frame and tranſmit, againſt my 


next Viſitation, ſuch Articles as con- 


cern Perſons, as far as they come with- 
in the Bounds of the Archidiaconal Ju- 
riſdiction. Such Articles, I ſay, will be 
tranſmitted, as concern Perſons ; for 
as to Places, the ſeveral Heads which 
relate to them, are already ſet forth in 
the Articles and Directions for my Pa- 
rocbial Viſit ation, and I ſhall not need 
to repeat them; eſpecially having or- 
dered Copies, atteſted by my Regiſter, 
to be depoſited in the Publick-Cheſt of 
every Pariſh. The like Direction and 


Atteſtation will accompany thoſe which 
1 ſhall fend concerning Perſons ; by 


which Means, ſucceeding Church-war- 
dens will always have a Rule at hand, 
by which to frame their Preſentments 
for. the Viſitations, and the ſeveral 
Pariſhes will be excuſed the Charge, 
that would be occafioned by the fre- 
quent Tranſmiſſions of ſuch Books. 
Before I leave this Head, I would 
add one Thing more concerning the 


Oath as it now ſtands; That the Ci- 
[31G » & 4 


vilians, 


— 


p 
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vilians, and Common-Lawyers, who' 
were employ'd to frame it, ſeem to 
have had nothing in their Eye, but 
the preventing of Diſputes among them- 
ſelves, | and their reſpective Courts; 
whereas, if the principal Point had 
been ſufficiently regarded, (vis. the 
Impreſſion that ſuch' an Oath ought'to 
make upon thoſe that take it,) "they 
would probably have ſpecified in the 
Body of the Oath, ſome of the chief 
Vices to be Preſented, which are, un. 
conteſtædly, of Spiritual Cognizance. 
And, conſidering how much Fear and 
Favour. prevail in thoſe Caſes, that 
ancient Clauſe already mentioned, by 
which they ſpecially ſwore to detect 
and preſent without regard to Love or 
Fear, Relation or Reward, would have 
added much to the Solemnity, and, b 


conſequence, to the Impreſſion of this 
Oath. 


III. The next Head in order, is, Puniſhment 


of undue Pre- 


due Preſentments, and the Protection — — 


which the Lam gives fo choſe who Pre. thoſe who du- 
ſent duely and conſcientiouſr. P Preſent, 


The — of neglecting to make 


As to the Puniſhment which the 
Law iuflicts upon the Makers of un- 


due Preſentments, it is twofold,” 1. Not Can. 26. 


to be admitted to the Holy Commit 
F 3 nion. 
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nion. 2. To be proſecuted for wilfol 
Per jury- 
the firſt of theſs ; the 


-oncerning 
26th. Canon is expreſs, and penned in 
a very forcible Manner: The Title is, 
Natorious Offenders not to be atmitted 
to the Communion ; and among thoſe 

notorious Offendets, are reckoned 
Church. wardens and Sidemen, who ba- 
wing 4a their Oaths to Preſent to 
their Ordinaries all ſuch Publick Of- 
fences as they are 8 ed 
te enquire of in their ſe Pari es, 
ſhall (norwithſt andin — ſaid Oaths, 
and 13 aithful eee, 7 
thert is the * Means whereby 
lick Sins and Off ences may be —— 
and puniſbrd ) wittinziy and willingly, 
deſper ately and irreligicuſly, incur the 
horrible Crime of Perjury, either in ne- 
glecting or in refufing to Preſent ſuch of 
the ſaid Enormities and Publick Offen- 
cer, as they know, themſelves, to be 
committed in their ſaid Pariſbes, or are 
nocorionſly off to the Cong. 
tion there ; alibough they be 2975 
ſome of their Neighbours, or ” 5 
Miniſter, or by their Ordinary bimfelf, 
70 — their Conſciences, by Pre- 
of them, and not to incur 
E the Jon Ronny Sin of 
Perry. 
oi And 


1 


* 


| 


. 


7 


> 


And, for Abe Ntond Penalty; ty, the 
making themſelves . to'be be ped 

cuted for wilftt-P 17 Can, 117, 
Canon, which pro 2 dent 1 


not er troubled or called on £ 
ter Preſentments ance tnade, hatli this 
7 Erxept, upon manifeſt aud 
evi 


it may appear, that t 

did then 0 bad Looks Mats 
preſent ſome fuch Publick Crime or 
Crimes, as — to be cominitted, 
or could not ant, that there 
was then « Public Fame of them : — 
In which Caſe of wilful Omiſſion, their 
| Ordinaries proceed 11 them in 


ſueh ſort, as in Canſes FPeru- 
ine in a Court Eecl:f ical i 1 ir already 
Lem provided, 


And as the Laws of the Church 
have aſſigned particular Puniſhments 
to the Nepgle# of making due Pre- 
ſentments, ſo do the Laws both of 
Church and State afford partieular Pro- 
te&ion to thoſe, who are aſperſed or 
proſecuted for Preſenting duly and 142 
ſciemiouſly. The Canons of 1 $71.00 
a particular Manner enjoyn the Bilbo 
to take ſuch into his ſpecial Protedtion 

In the Canons of 180 bi „ 
Synod of Biſhops and 
the moſt ſolemn Manner 


| and exbort af Fudger both Bo 
| F 4 


Het). 11. 


not, 2 any 


Action of. the 


+ Of. Reeſentments ic. 


ca, and Temporal. (cheſa are the Words 
of, the Canon,) bat, f they negiard 


"11 and, reverence, hg engl, udginent- 


Sant, of the bigbeſt Judge, they admit 
57 1 Fa Ne 
plaint, Plea, Suit, or Suits, \agninff a+ 
Y ſuch Church-wardens; Queſtmien, 

tdemen, or other Church - Officers, for 
any Preſentment that be ſball male 
All the. ſaid Preſentments tending to the 
reſtraint of ſbameleſs Impiey, and con- 
ſidering that the Rules both of Charity 
and Government do preſume, that they 
did nothing therein of Malice, but for 
the Diſcharge of their Conſeiences. 
It is not to be ſuſpeted, that the 


 Ecele/itaſtical Court, which is bound to 


funiſb undue Preſentments, will. deny 
Protection to ſuch as are honeſt and 
conſcientious; and, as to the Temporal 
Courts, when Perſons Preſented (where 
the Preſentments were not notoriouſly 
malicious) have ſought- for Redreſs 
there, by Prohibition, or by Action of 
the Caſe; they have failed in both the 
Attempts; Once, in their endeavour for 
a Prohibition, in the 3 of Charles the 
firſt; and 1.5 in bringing an 
5 aſe in the Eighth Year 

of the ſame Reign, For, as it appears 
by the Books, in the firſt Catc the 
Prohibition was. denied, and the Fer 
Nen | e 'S : | ritua 


«|» 


at General Viſttations. 


ritual Court left to do Juſtice u 
Offender, pur ſuant to the 
ment; and in the ſecond Caſe, Judg- 
ment was given for the Church · war 


the 


dens. Since which luſtances, it ap- 


pears (ſo far as may be gathered from 
the es 6 — N of Reports 
upon that Head,) that no Attempts 
have been made in the Temporal 
Courts againſt Church-wardens,, or o- 
thers, for the Execution of their Of. 
fice in this matter of Preſentments; 
the Perſons Preſented having no ground 
left to hope for Relief in the Tempo- 
ral, and much leſs in the Spiritual 
Court. As therefore the Laws of the 
Church do earneſtly call upon all 
Church · wardens to do their Duty here- 
in; ſo do the Laws both of Church 
and State, 2 prote them in 
the conſcientious Diſcharge of it. 
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W. The laſt Head to be conſidered, T he manner 
is, The Manner of framing Preſent- 2 franing 


ments. It appears by an Entry in one 
of our Records about 300 Tears ago, 
That the Method of the Church of 
England was, for the Ordinary to ex- 
amine the Synodal Witneſſes, and to 
take their Detections and Preſentments 
by Vord ef Mouth, and immediately 
to enter them in the Acts of the Vaſe 

$1 tation ; 


Preſentments. 


4+ 


Can. 119. 


Arund. 492. 
a. 


fuper  ſingulis Articulis in 


Certi Parochiani quaru 

rum & Parochiarum infra Decana- 
tum prædictum nerunt, a de G. 
e eee Sig 
Vifetatione de jure requiſitis, Sigi 
tim, Secretè, 8 Sure five Examina- 
ti funt, eorumque dicta & depoſits de. 
ſeripta in Regiſtro. And there is no 
doubt, but every Vifitor hath the ſame 
Right of Examination, that Viſitors 
anciently had, as oft as he finds oc- 
caſion for it. 6 | 
- But as to the ordinary Method of 
making Preſentments; our preſent Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Law, as contained in the 


Canons of 1603, is in ſome reſpects 


better, and more convenient; viz. the 


framing them at Home, in order to be 
delivered to the Viſitor, under their 
Hands, in Writing ; according to the 
Direction of the 119th Canon. The te- 
nor of which is, That Preſentments 
ought to be made with great Delibe- 
ration, That the Oath they are to 
* take, and the Matters they are bound 
to Preſent in virtue of that Oath, ovght 
to be well weighed before-hand; af- 
ter which Preparations (as the Canon 
concludes) they may frame their Pre- 
femments at Home, both adviſedly and 
iruvly, to the Diſcharge of their own 
(101 1 Conſciences, 


ad 
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2 ＋ 4 at En bebe and 


we * contrary to the expreſs Dite. 
an of the Canon, and to the wiſe 
od Ends propoſed in the order- 
rank. rh 3 2 1 dem bath proviik | 
wy to neglect Preſemments till the 
very time they ate to be made, and 
then to frame them, in a diſorderly 
and tumultuaty Manmer, in the very 
Place of Viſitation; by which Means, 
not only this uſeful Part of bur Con- 
Nirutive is render'd ineffectual, but a 
general Contempt is brought upon Vi- 
ſitations and Preſentments, as if they 
meant no more, but Form and Ce. 


For the Remedy of which Evils, 1 
think it neceſſary to declare on this oc- 
caſion, That for the time to come, I 
ſhall inſiſt upon a ſtrict Obſervation of 
the Canon, in this cular of fra- 
ming Preſentments Church - war- 
dens at Home ; where they may have 
time to conſider their Duty and their 
Oath, and to adviſe with their own 
Conſciences about them : 3 and may 
likewiſe adviſe with their reſpective 


Miniſters, how their Prefentments may 


be fo ordered, as to leave them in no 
danger of falling into the horrible Sin 
of Perjwry, 

And 
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ut Of Preſantments it 
Reverend Brethren) Toit what — 
Laws of the Church, upon this Head, 
. plainly ſppoſe and declare; That 
in the firſt Place, it is a Duty incum- 

Viſ. Art. Z· hent upon you, to exhort and admoniſſ 

= your Church-wardens (when the Times 
of Preſentment draw on) that they 
act Aincerely and conſcientiouſly in this 
Matter ; and that, in the next Place, 
if they will not hearken to your Ad- 
monitions, you have a Right your 

Can. 113. ſelves to Preſent the Vices and Defects 
which they would conceal, and ſur- 

Can. 107. ther, to Preſent them, for ſuch notorious 
and obſtinate Neglect of their Duty. 

But becauſe it is ſometimes urged, 
as a Diſcouragement to the making of 
Preſentments, that, either the Power 
of the Church is defective, or that it 
is not duely executed on ſuch Occafi- 
ons; by which Means, Offenders, 
however duely Preſented, do oſt-times 
eſcape the Cenſures of the Church: I 
will therefore conclude this Subject, 
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Power of the F ifthly, With a brief Account of 
— = Legal Power which ſtill remains 
proſecure Pre”; "the, Church, for the efefus} Pro- 
ſecution of Preſentments; and there- 

upon enquire, Whether 35 failing is, 

in the Law, or in the Execution? 

oy 0 


do purge him, by taking each a ſepa- 
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I 0o this End: we muſt diſtinguiſh Preſentments 
between Preſetitmefits' upon canon gn. Os 


Fame, and Preferitments of Crimes 
actually committed, where the Mat- 
ters of Fact are notorious and unde- 
EEE ee 

It muſt be own'd, That as ta the 
Firſt of theſe, vis. The Proſecution 
of Preſentments upon common Fame, 
the Power of the Church is greatly 
diminiſhed and reſtrained. Heretofore, 
when any Perſon was Preſented upon 
a vebement Suſpicion (as, for keeping 
Company with this or that Perſon, re- 
Torting to this or that Place, or the 
like,) and yet no vicious Practice could 
be directly proved; the regular Way 


was, for the Judge to cite the Party, 


and charge him with the Matter of 
the Preſentment. If he inſiſted on his 
Innocence (as in ſuch Caſes they ge- 
nerally did,) then he had Purgation 
enjoyned ; i. e. he had a Day appoint- 
ed, to appear agatt, with fix or eight 
of his Neighbours, of good Fame and 
honeſt Converſation, ſtiled in that Ca- 
pacity Compurgatores : At which Ap- 

ance, he was firſt to purge him- 

If, by making Oath of his Inno. 
cence ; and then, his Neighbours were 


1 Of Preſentments (2. 


he had ſworn was true. 2 
* fly, Party Preſcated did make 
due a N Purgation, in the 
Manner aforeſaid; then he was diſ- 
miſſed by the Judge, with an Admoni- 
tion to abſtain from keeping Company 
with the Perſan, or Reforting to the 

ace, or from whatever elſe was the 
Foundation of the Fame, whereby. he 
ol Scandal to his 
Nel 


given Offence and Scandal 
ghbours. But if he failed in his 
PFurgation, (i, e, if he either would 
not mate Oath of his Innocence, or 
could not find the Number enjoyned, 
to {wear their Belief of bis Innocenoe) 
then be was ipſo fade taken for Guil- 
ty, and accordingly hed Peuance en- 
Perch propartionable to the Degrees 
Purgations of this kind, and the 
Failures of Purgation, appear on our 
Ecelefiaſtical Records, without Num- 
er: And the Diſcipline was certainly 
ir and reaſonable; inaſmuch as that 
Fetſon muſt be ond to be ripe for 
the Cenſures of the Church, w 0, 
a whole Pariſh, cannot find fo foal 
a Number, to declare their Belief of 
his Innocence; nor, which is yet worſe, 
to declare (after he has taken an 
Qath in the moſt ſolemn Manner) — 
they 


* 


And therefore, there are two T 
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they believe, dna ay os ow ine, 


is true. 

But it ws 8 Diſciq 
to be dige ſted ;- 
13% Year of Ki 
we find an 
by which it was provided, That no 


foould 2 ber- 


deny Oath, i 


100-whollere, 
— 


Charles the Second, 
A& of Parliament, 


or yo might be 0 * 
. — on Puniſbment 3 as the Wor 
of the Act are. 

But altho this A& put A 
Purgations. in Form, or in the Me- 
thod which we have been d 

yet did it not render Preſentments 
on common Fame either Illegal, ar 
wholly uſeleſs and ineffetiual. — 
no Statute, which breaks in upon a 
— me in Being, is to be ex- 
tended further, to the Prejnilice of fuch 
Law or Cuſtom, than may be war 
ranted by the expreſs Words; dr 10 
cellary-Implication, of ſuch Statue. 


which ſeem to remain in full forte, 
not withſtanding the ſaid 1 


Firſt is, bed of Ondinars for: 
wire. | Preſentments upon 


age s and the Second, The Rightdf 
| Convening 


* * W» 


* . 
H 'Proſentments-- 
Convening the Patty ' Preſented; and 
admoniſhing him to avoid, for the 
Time to come, the Ground or Occaſion 
of the Scandal, upon pain of Spiritual 
Cenſures; which Cenſures he incurs, 
and is to be accordingly proſecuted 
and puniſhed, if it appear, upon fu - 
ture aquiry, that he hath been wil- 
fully and obſtinately diſobedient'to ſuch 
reaſonable Admonition given. 


Preſentmentz much. of: Preſent! * 
of Crimes No- Thus m h, of br ent ments upon 


common Fame, and the Proceedings 
of the Spiritual Court, in purſuance 
of them. The next Article, is, The 
Proceeding upon Crimes Preſented , 
lich are clear and notorious, in point 
of Fact, or Certainty. And in the 
Proſecut ion of theſe (whether they be 
Immoralities in Perſons, (as Unclean- 
neſs, Swearing, Drunkenneſs 3) or De- 
fects in Places, (as the want of Repairs 

ov Vredſils, © in Churches, Church- 
s and Parſonage- houſes ʒ) all theſe, 

ſay, ate not only in their Nature 
-mecrly Spiritual and Eccleſiaſt ical, and, 
.as ſach, cognizable only in the Rcele- 
iaftical Courts ; but, in the chief 
Heads, (viz. Uncleanneſs, and the Re- 
Plring of Churches and Churcb. yard, 
ther Temporal Courts are expreſly for- 
bidden to give Inter ruption or Diſtur- 
bante to the, Spiritual, by a plain 


Jun Statute 


(ie 
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Statute made in the Reign of King 
Eduard I, and commonly called Cir- 
cumſpefte agatis, which is ſtill in full 
Force and Authority, and acknow- 
fade ſo to be by the Temporal 

udges. PI 1 4 | 
From hence it follows, That when 
Preſentments are duly made, of Crimes 
and Defects of a * Nature, 
purſuant to the Oath and Duty of 
Churchwardens; the Perſons Preſent- 
ed are wholly under the Power of the 
Spiritual Court; without any Appre- | 
henſion of being diſturbed by Prohi- "8 
bition from the Temporal. And there- | 1 
. fore, if Offenders, being Preſented, do 
eſcape unpuniſhed, it muſt be owing 
either to the want of Proof, or the 
want of Proſecution. | | 
As to Legal Proof; in Caſe the Church-war- 
Farty Preſented denies the Fact to been to ſuppor? 
true, the making Good the Truth of nente. 
the Preſentment (i. e. the furniſhiog 
the Court with all proper Evidences 
of it) undoubtedly upon the Per- 
fons Preſenting : And, as the Spiritual 
| Court, in ſuch Caſe, is entitled by 
| Law to call upon Church-wardens to 
| ſupport their Preſentments; ſo are 
(. Church - wardens obliged, not only by 
Law, but alſo in Honour and in Con- 
ſcience, to ſee the Preſentment effectu- 
; G ally 
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ally * rted. In Honour, becayſc the 
upport 17 7 Preſepted upon their 
. is real Be them with 
erjury, or Malice, or hoth; and in 
Conference, np to deny the Court 
thoſe Evidences which induced them to 
Preſent ypon Oak (by which Means, 
the Offender efcapes uppaoiſhed.y istq 
defert thejr Preſeptment, and is little 
better, in Point of Conſcience, than 
not to Preſent at all; inaſmuch as 
through their Default the Preſent- 

ment 1s render'd wholly ineffectual, as 

to all Puppofes of removiug the Scan- 

dal, or reforming the Offender. 

Duty and In In- And as Church. wardens axe bound 
rereſt of Pz- to ſupport their Preſentments ; fo. it 
10 port their is to be Wifhed, That Pariſhioners 
Churct-war- would think themfelves bound (as, on 
many Accounts they certainly are bound) 
an 2 t their Church-wardans, in 
feeling that their Preſentments are 
rendered effectual. My Meaning is not, 
in any. Pgint which concerns the Re- 
pairs qr Ornaments of tie. or 


the providin a ok an 
Kind for the ice * _— 
s are 


whenever fuch Nefe he 
the Spirituaf udpe, n N 
and . Courſe, epjoyns the 


n Preſenting, to ſee the D 120 
N WY mage good, according 


— 2X _-- 


at General Pifitations. 
to Law, and fdpports Him in rep ni 
ing himſelf by 4 Legil aud _— 


_ * the Peri But What I aim 
The ſupporking Chiirch-war- 


— ik the Ptoſectition of fac ins. 


rl and Unchriſtian po 1 
find fhemfelves obliged 

td Preſent; ſuch ne oak 1 
eotmthon & ets and Drankards : 
Who ate opth Efleniics £5 God And 


Religion, ati tlicerefote bought to he 
zenlocſſy diſeountenateed by evety 
Chiiftian, that as m Degree of 


Coneern fot the Gloty of God, ati 
the Honour of Neffg lot: Whith etet 
Parent and Miſter n # Pirifh, ou 

to account the Corrupters 'of 

Chiſdret: and Servartts, in Point of 
Exathple ; and to ende, otit to bring 
fhs Perforis to Publick Stramé arid In- 
amy, that the Practices, inſtead of 
being imitated, may be abort red, by 
the Touth of the Pariſh: Who, by 
their lewd Behaviour, and by conſu- 
ming their Eſtates, do oft-times (in 


the Event) Bring: Charge upon 
the Pariſhes; ; HET iſe ha ave then 
prevented, ders them- 


ſelves perhaps reformed, with-a ve- 
ry ſmall Expence, by a Parochial Zeal 
in {upporting the Endeavours of 
Cha wart! wands to 17 * the „ 
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delay or obſtruct them (for w 


Of Preſentmentt, &c. 


and Cenſures of the Church their ful 
Force and Eſtect upon thje. 
But whatever Obligations may reſt 


upon Pariſhioners, either in Law, or 


Conſcience, or Intereſt, to ſu 
the. Preſentments of Church-wardens ; 


* 


there is certainly an Obligation upon 


the Spiritual Courts, to take care, That 


when Preſentments are duly made, 


they be alſo duly proſecuted. And as I 
ſhall not fail, on my Part, to execute 
the Laws of the Church upon Offen- 


ders of all Kinds, and to have a watch- 


ful Eye upon the Progreſs and Event 
of all ſuch Proſecutions ; ſo, if in a- 
ny Caſe it is made appear to me, That 
the Officers of my Court do artfull 
Complaints, I hope, there will be no 
Cauſe) I ſhall not fail to infli& upon 
them the utmoſt Cenſures that the 
Law will warrant. 
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Articles of Enquiry, 

UPON WHICH THE _. 
M inifters, Church-wardens, and Sidemen 
Of every PARISH within the 


ane; of 8 U N R 77. 


Ground their breſeutmeat, 
Ax THE | 


VIS ITA TI ON 


Oran 
Reverend D“ EDMund Gisson 
ARCHDEACON of SURRY, 


la the year of our Lord, 1713. 


To which are Prefixed, 


An Exhortation to Church-wardens to 
- Prefent duely and Conſcientiou fy and 
the ſeveral CANONS of the Church, 


which provide for the making ſuch 
PRESENTMENTS. 


4244344642424 
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The OATH be adminiſtered to 
Churchwardens and Sidemen, 


at the time of the VISIT ATIOx. 
; thy ear, That now wilt, Faithiyl 

| Nn and e op Spear The {pon wi at t Faithſy 2 

4: faults, Pices, - and — kt 
mitted in pour Pariſh, which to pour Know- 


L ledge, gre Preſeutable bi the Grectefiaſtital 
L Laws of this Realm. | 


= ide 5 you | God. 


4 
IT : | 


rener ten. " em cg 
TN crerer AL 
} 931 4 


y * 
4 . 7 / 
e 1 - * 


0 — . 
t BAtAger 


20468 19 ITY 2442 44k 
MS 7 * 

GH So 8 0 9105 9 0 ; 44 

PE 2 n e 7 


ern 
CHURCH: WARDENS 
IN THE 


Archdesconry of SURRY. 


= N the Courſe of holdiig 
dM ty General Piſſtat ions, 
hach been a great Uneaſi 
vi tieſs to me, to obſerve the 

——— diſorderly lh Method of ma- 
king Preſentments ; 1 tho” it is 
this Chief End, and by confequerics 
the Principal Patt, of the Viftation, 
and tho” it is enforc d by Res mu 
Oath taken at the wry Tine os yet 
ſeem, in common Opinion, to pals on- 
ly for a Buſinefs of orm; and, Taue 
as that Opinion continhes, it n make 
Viſttations themſelves little more than 
Forni. 

In order to remedy this great Evil, 
I choſe, at my two laſt Viſitations, to 
Diſcotrſe particularly concerning Pre- 
G4 ſentmente, 
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To the Churchwardens in the 


ſentments, in Point of Conſcience, and 
in Point of Lew. : + 2.4. 4.4.3 
As to the Law of Preſentments, it 
will be ſufficient for your purpoſe, 
to peruſe the Canons relating to them, 
which I have printed for that end: 
Only I muſt here repeat to you, what 
I then declared before your Predeceſ- 
ſors, That I ſhall peremptorily inſiſt 
upon the Obſervation of the 115) 
Canon, as to the Framing your Pre- 
ſentments at Home; where you will 
hive Time to conſider your Duty and 
your Oath, and may alſo have the Be- 
nefit of the Advice and Direction of 
your Miniſter : And by proceed ing in 
this deliberate way, you will deliver 
your ſelves from the Danger of Perju- 
7y, and put an end to thoſe Diſorders 
which are unavoidably occaſioned by 
the Framing of Preſentments at the 
Time of the Viſitation. a 
For the Conſcientious Diſcharge of 
this Duty, and the Enforcing of it, I 
will. here ſubjoin what ] delivered from 
the Pulpit (in one of the fore-menti- 
oned Diſcourſes) concerning the Duty 
of Rebuking, and not ſuffering Sin to 
reſt upon our Neighbours, as it particu- 
Larly. belongs to Church-wardeng, 


1 0% 


-  Archdeaconry of Surry. 


II. Of Rebuke and Reproof, and the 
not ſuffering Sin to reſt upon our 
Neighbour, 4s that concerss the Publick 
Officers of the Church, whoſe Duty it is 
to Preſent open and notorious Sinners to 
the Spiritual Power, in order to the In- 
flict ion of Spiritual Cenſures. This is an 
ancient 'Office in the Church; and they 
who were called on to make ſuch Preſent- 
ments, were formerly ſtyled Synodal 
Witneſſes, «s being Witneſſes before the 
Synods or Aſſemblies of the Church, of 
the Converſation of their Neighbours, in 
order to the Correction of Unclean Per- 
ſons, Drunkards, Swearers, habitual Ne · 
glefers of the Church and Sacraments, 
and the like open and notorious Offenders 
againſt the Laws of God and the Church. 
IWhich Duty of Preſenting, with as, hath 
been long annex'd to the _ of Church» 
wardens; and v Hunnen d, as 
it may reaſonably 2 7 that they 
who are concerned for the Decency of the 
Church, cannot well be anconcerned. at 
Indecencies againſt 2 ion. But becauſe 
it was eaſily foreſeen, that, in ſome, the 
want of tal, in others a miſtaken Tender- 
neſs, and in others ag ain the Fear of Diſ- 
pleaſing, would prompt them to conceal the 
Scandalous Lives of their Neighbours ; 
therefore the Duty of Detecting and Pre- 
3 | he enting 


1 - I * * 75 
DR 
C i - 1 n nen 


89 


— —— 
— 8 LIES « © ; y V - 
* * .*» „ * - : , * 1 _ 
3 1 2. > wo 
7 * LAY , = 4 — . 0 — g : 0 * 3a «. x a — _— \ * A 4 — © 
- : 1 — 1 — = — * G al — — < l wp y 2 N 
ds 9 3 3 * _ ng 4 — — , LL — — — >a * * — , 1 22 — To 1 i 7 . Sy 
= . Joe A — _ of 4 * 5 - 8 IP Þ „ 
— 9 % . | = = 8 = WV 
. 5 - - * — 
- | = 
4 
-* 
- 


To the Charchwardons inthe 
ſenting them i — 2 * their Conſci- 
ences by an | 228 Oath, 
That, as they — Iv or favour 
of God, the Prrſentmont they ars about 
ta wake, is a True and Faithful Pre- 
ſentment; which, when nothing i, Pre- 

ed, is « Sohmy Declaration, ts the 
Prefence of God and the Church, thas 
is their reſpetiive' Pariſhes they know n0 
unclean Perſon, wo common Sweater of 
Drankard, no habiun Neg lefter of Di. 
wine Service, wor any hers, who by 
their wicked Loves are 4 Publich Soardel 
and Reproach to Religion 8 

- This is the and Import 9 
that Oak; ad the Breath or Neg 
of it ts attended remotes «= — 
hartfal to Retigrow, very preſudiciet 
is the Sonlsr of Men 25 the — 


— —— 
ur. 
= deliberately! imoobur their — 
ae e e e 
a 
in it felf, ant jo ee nerd 
70. every paytivutar Perſon ; ew Oath. in 
the Qbjervance of which, the Honvar of 
God ant Religion i; fo' Wy conrermed, 


ang 
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and the Nagle vbertef draws | 
Jach e 7b dons ng 10 4.200 hn 


and others; hem ſuck am Oath, 1 
comes to be ſo lirtde regarded in @ 


( Mew Not iam, 2 * 2 — — 
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in the. Canſe of 1 

daa be leſs faithful in — — 
ond inthe C wr gh 
— 7 rome of k 


= 24 K. vba An 4. 19, 00 
Whether it Ta in = Sight of 
Cod, to bearken to — — — 
7 God, _—_ 
ar tba Obligation Ne Dn 
aur Qath, well may you dichere to this 
Caſe, 45 the twe Hpofiles did in ile Words 
that, immediately follaw, We cannot but 
— tha Thiags. which we have 
and beard. — are averſe to 
1 ther the ſuffering — 40-ga 
ang: ſecurely in his Sins, is 
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To the Churchwardens in the 
is Charge, when there is evidently no w 
left, but either to tate Perjury 10 = 
ſelf, or to give him over to the Diſci« 

Bar to fea freely and plain in this 
But to ſpeak freely nl) in this 
Matter: The great Reaſon why Men are 
fo regardleſs of their Daty in this parti- 
cular; cannot be 4 Willingneſs to pleaſe, 
or 4 Fear to diſpleeſe. When Men are 
in Temporal Offices, and are called upon 
to execute the Laws upon their Neigh- 
boars, they have none of thoſe Scruples a- 
bout them, nor is ſuch Execution, when 
it is knows to be their Duty, ever ac- 
counted a Teſti of Ill Mil; and 
much leſs can it bt accounted ſo, when 
their Obligation to the Duty is enforced 
2 ſolemn Oath, And therefore it is to 

feared, that the great Foundation of 
their Neglect, is « Lakewarmneſy in Re- 
ligion, and an Untonternedneſs for the 
Honour of Almighty God, For à true 
Real for Religion, when it ſees Wicked- 
ve open and barefaced, will be ſo far 
from neglecting Opportunities to curb and 
diſcour age it, that it will rejoice in being 
the Inflrament of bring ing it under the 


Diſcipline and Correction of the Laws ; 


in order, if it be poſſible, to reform the 
Per ſons, or, at leaſt, to put a Reſiraint 
upon that open and ung uarded Liberty 


they take, in affronting God and Relig * 
A Ant 


- Archdeaconty of Surry? 93 
Aud there cannot be 4 plainer Teſtimony, 
that Menu have 0 Zeal for Religion, 
than to be eaſy and unaffected at the 
BB Sight of Wickedneſi, when, at the ſame 
Time, their Station and Duty call upon 
them to detect notorious and profligate 
Sinners, in order to the Shame and Pu- 
niſbment that deſervedly belongs to them. 
There is one Thing more that I would 
offer to the Conſideration of the Perſons 
more immediately concerned on this 
Head. It will be readily granted, that 
if the Officers who are appointed by the 
Church to detect and Preſent, did, in 
all Places, exattly and punct ually diſ- 
. charge the Truſt repoſed in them, pur- 
ſuant to their Duty and their Oath ; : 
this would caft a great Terror upon Sin, * 
and give a mighty Check to the Wicks 
22 of the Nation. The Conſequence 
of which, is, that 15 _ in their reſ- 
ectibæ Diſtridt s, ſuffer Sin to go on qui- 
Fil , and undiſturbed, ard'ſo 75 — wa 
table to God, for the Increaſe of Wick- 
— upon Earth, and for thats Load 
7 in and Guilt, which the Nation la- 
ours and groans under. 
I ſhall be much pleaſed, if it appear 
at the Viſitation which is drawing on, 
+ þ& + that what I now ſend you, has contri- 
buted in any Degree to the Conſcienti- 
o Diſcharge of this Duty, and to 
Order 
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To the Churchwardens, &c. 


Order and Regularity at the Time of 
the Viſitation. And to the Eud, that 
all futcerding Church-wardetis may 
(without further Pxpence to the Pa- 
riſh) have Directions at hand for the 
| due making of their Preſentments; 1 
| muſt Require you, aſſoon as your have 
| framed your own, to depoſit this Book 

: in your Pariſh-Cheſt, to temain there 
with the Book of Articles heretofore 
tranſmitted to you in order to my Pa. 

rocbial Viſitat ion 3 to which Book yoh 

' * See Tit, v. are hete referred, for Direction on 
that Branch of your Preſemtment, which 
concerns the Repairs of Churobey, 
Church. yards, and Aſanſſon · hom ſen, to- 
gether with the Fe/ſIments, Veſſele, and 
other Uienfils, which the te- 
= for the decent Performance of 

'S 


Publick Worthip. 
I am 
| Your faichfubPriews nd Seren, 


EsMuns G1sg0N. 
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CANONS of the Church 
For the making of 
PRESENTMENTS. 
n | 
CHURCH-WARDENS, 


Regular] y and Conſcientiouſly. 
1e f | 


xxvi. Notorious Offenders not to be 
admitted to the Communion. 


AMiniſter ſhall in any 


>, 20 
N 


wiſe admit to the recei- 
| ving of the Communi- 
HEALS on, — — any Church- 

ES wardens, or Sidemen, 
who having taken their Oaths 10 pre» 
ſent ta their Ordinaries all ſuch Pub- 
lick Offences. as they are particularly 
charged to enquire of in theit ſeveral 
Pariſhes, ſhell (votwithſtanding their 
{aid Oaths, and that their faithful dif 
charging of them is the chief Means 
1 whereby 
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© Canons of the Church 


whereby Publick Sins and Offences 
may be reformed. and puniſhed) wit- 


tingly and willingly, deſperately and 


irreligiouſly, incur the horrible Crime 
of Perjury, either in neglecting or in 
refuſing to Preſent ſuch of the ſaid En- 
normit ies and Publick Offences as they 
know themſelves to be committed in 


their ſaid Pariſhes, or are notoriouſly 


offenſive to the Congregation there ; 
although they be urged by ſome of 
their Neighbours, or by their Miniſter, 
or by their Ordinary himſelf, to diſ- 
charge their Conſciences by Preſenting 
of them, and not to incur ſo deſperate- 
ly the ſaid borrible Sin of Perjury. 


In Can. cxvi. Entituled, Church- 
wardens not bound to Preſent 
oftener than twice a Tear,  ' 
— TY JRovided always, that, as ood 
occaſion ſhall require, it mall 

be Lawful for every Miniſter, Church- 
wardens and Sidemen, to Preſent Of- 


fenders as oft as they ſhall think meet. 
And likewiſe for any godly diſpoſed 
Perſons, or for any Eccleſiaſtical Judge, 
upon knowledge or notice given unto 
him or them, of any enormous Crime 
within his Juriſdiction, to move the 
LP Miniſter, 


1 


1 
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for making of Preſentments. 
Miniſter, Church. wardens, and Side- 


men, as they tender the Glory of God 
and Reformation of Sin, to Preſent the 


ſame, if they ſhall find ſufficient cauſe 
to induce them thereunto, that it may 
be in due time puniſhed and reform- 
ed. Provided, that for their volun- 


tary\ Preſentments, there be no Fee 


required or taken of them, under the 
Pain aforeſaid. 1 


In Can. cxvii. Entit. chunt 
wardens not to be troubled for 


not Preſenting oftener than twice 


Either ſhall they, nor any of 
"WY them, after their Preſent» 
ments exhibited at any of thoſe times, 
be at any further trouble for the ſame; 
except upon manifeſt and evident 
Proof it may appear, that they did wil- 
liagly and wittingly omit to Preſent 
ſome: ſuch Crime or Crimes as they 
knew to be committed, or could not 
be ignorant that there was then a Pub- 
lick Fame of them; or unleſs there be 
very juſt cauſe to call them for the 


- Explanation of their former Preſent- 


—_ 3 caſe oP O- 
miſſion, naries ſhall proceed 
| H againſt 


Canons of the Church 
againſt them in ſuch ſort as in Cauſes 
of wilful Perjury in a Court Eccleſi- 
aſtical it is already by Law provided. 


cxix. Convenient Time to be af- 
ſigned for framing Preſentments, 


"OR the avoiding of ſuch Incon- 

veniences as heretofore have hap-. 
d by the haſty making of Bills of 
teſentments, upon the Days of the 
Viſitation and Synods; it is Ordered, 
That always hereafter, every Chancel- 
lor, Archdeacon, Commiſſary and Offi- *? 
cial, and every other Perſon having „ 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, at the or- 
dinary time when the Church-wardens 
are Sworn ; and the Archbiſhop and 
Bi when he or they do ſummon | 
their Viſitation, ſhall deliver, or cauſe 
to be delivered to the Church-wardens, 
Queſt-men and Sidemen of every Pa. 
riſh, or to ſome of them, ſuch 
of Articles, as they or any of them 
ſhall require, for the Year following, 
for the ſaid Church-wardens, Queſtmen 
and Sidemen, to ground their Preſent- 
ments upon, at ſuch times as they are 
to exhibit them. In which Book ſhall « IF > 
be contained. the Form of the Oath 
1 "yl Ore 


G 


| 


for making of Preſentments. 
fore every ſuch Preſentment : To the 
Intent, that having before-hand Time 
ſufficient, not only to peruſe and con- 
ſider what their ſaid Oath ſhall be, 
but the Articles alſo whereupon they 
are to ground their Preſentments, they 
may frame them at Home both advi- 
ſedly and truly, to the Diſcharge of 
their own Conſciences, after they are 


ſworn, as becometh Honeſt and God- 
ly Men. 


ENQUIRY, Sc. 


TI r. I. 


Concerning the CL ENG. 


pour Miniſter a Per- 
i. _ of r 
able, and exempla 
Life? big 
RX 2, Is he Reſident up- 
on his Benefice ; or, if not, hath he a 
Curate conſtantly Reſiding ? 


3. Doth your Miniſter dwell in the 


Parſonage, or Vicatage-houſe ? 
4. Doth he read the whole Service 
of the Church, as preſcribed by 1 


8 


Articles of Enquiry, &c. 
Book of Common- Prayer, diſtinaly, 
audibly, and devoutly, without Omiſ- 
ſion or Alteration? And doth he alſo 
Preach conſtantly every Sunday; un- 
leſs hindered by Sickneſs, or other Rea- 
ſonable Impediment ? 

5. Doth he Adminiſter the Holy Sa- 
crament, at leaſt three times a Lear? 

6. Doth he diligently Catechize the 
Youth of your Pariſh, in the Church, 
upon Sundays or Holy Days? 

7. Is he careful in Viſiting the Sick, 


and in preparing them for their De- 
parture out of this Life ? 


FF 


Tir. II. 


Concerning the PaRIsHiox Rs. 


I. RE there any in your Pariſh, 
who lie under a common 

Fame, or vehement Suſpicion, of A- 
dultery, Fornication, or Inceſt ? 

2. Are there, in your Pariſh, any 
common Swearers, or Drunkards ? 

3. Are there any wha commonly 
Abſent themſelves from Morning or 
Evening Service, on the Lord's-day ? 


H 3 4. Are 
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Articles of Enguiry 
4. Are there any who behave them- 
ſelves diſorderly in the Church ? 

5 Are there any who follow their 
Callings or ordinary Labour on the 
Lord's- day, or who compel or permit 
their Chi or Servants ſo to do? 
6. Are there any who keep open 
Shops, or fuffer” Perſons to tipple in 


their Houſes, on the Lord's-day ? 


IAIN Tc III IHR 
Tir. III. 


Concerning Pariſh and Church- 
Officers. 


I, RE your Churchwardens cho- 
ſen every Year in Eaſter.week, 

by the Miniſter and Pariſhioners, or 
one by the Miniſter, and the other by 
the Pariſhioners ? 1 
2, Have the laſt Churchwardens gi- 
ven a juſt Account to the Miniſter and 


Pariſhioners, and delivered up whatſo- 


ever Money or other things do of right 
belong to the Church or Pariſh ? 


3. Have you a Pariſh-Clerk, of 20 


Years of Age or upwards, and well 


qualified 
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fer a General Viſtation. 
me for the decent and laudable 
iſcharge of that Office ? 

4: Doth he, or the Sexton, open and 
ſhut the Church-doors at due times, 
and toll the Bells for Divine Service 
at the uſual Hours ? 2 

J. Doth he, or the Sexton, take 
care that the Church. be kept clean 
from Duſt, and Cobwebs, and the 


like Annoyances ? N 
wot 8 
224442:44434446244 


+ Tap DP: 1s 
Concerning the Officers of the 

 Archdeacon's Court. 
I. ATH any Officer of the Arch- 


deacon's Court demiatided or 
taken undue and unreaſonable Fees, 


— any Cauſe or Matter tramſacted by 
im > | 


m | 
2. Hath any Officer of the ſaid 
Court ſuppreſſed or delayed the Proſe, 
cution of Perſons duly Preſented by the 
Miniſter or Church-watdetis ? 
3. Hath any of them taken Money 
by way of Commutation for Offences, 
or otherwiſe, to excuſe or diſmiſs the 
Offenders from Puniſhment ? 
* H 4 TT, 
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Articles of Enquiry, &c. 


* 


GIN") * Fa 1. V. 


concerning Churches, and Church- 
yards, and the Manſion-bouſes 
of Parſons, Vicars, and Curates. 


1, A RE yourChurch, and Church- 
yard, and the. Manſion-houſe 
of your Rector and Vicar, in ſuch Re- 
pair and Order, within and withour, 
as is required in a Book of Articles and 
Directions tranſmitted to you in the 
Year 1711, in order to a Parochial 
Viſitation of the Archdeacon ? 

2. Is your Church duly furniſhed 
with. Books, Veſtments, Veſſels, and 
all other Things particularly ſpecified 
in the Articles and Directions aforeſaid ? 
38. Was the ſaid Book of Articles and 
Direcłions carefully depoſited in your 
Pariſh-Cheſt, and doth it now remain 
there? | 

4. Are there any who refuſe to pay 
their Rates, towards the Repairs of 
the Church, and the providing of ſuch 
Things as are neceſſary for the Service 


of Almighty God ? | 
REA- 
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REASONS. 


FOR 
Separating the Commiſſions 


OF 


OFFICIAL PRINCIPAL 
AND 


VICAR GENERAL 
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REA 

- FOR 

Separating the Commiſſions 
OF 

OrF1ciAL PRINCIAL 

AND 

VICAR GENERAL: 


HE Name of Chancellor 
includes two Offices : 
al which are diftinguiſh'd in 
= the Commiſſion, by the 
Titles of Official Princi- 
pal, and Vicar General. 

The proper Work of an Official, is 


to hear Cauſes between Party and Par- 
ty, concerning Wills, Legacies, Mar- 
riages, and the like; which, not be- 
ing matters of a Spiritual Nature, fall 
no otherwiſe under the Cogniſance and 


Determi- 


Official and 
Vicar Gene- 
ral, two di- 
ſtinct Offices. 


„„ 8 We ” p 
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Separation of the Commiſſions 
Determinatian of the Church, than, by 
the voluntary Conceſſions of Princes, 

The proper Work of a Yicar Ge- 

neral, js, the Exerciſe and Admini- 
{tration of Juriſdiction purely Spiritu- . 
al, by the Authority and under the Di- 
region of the Biſhop 55 as, Yiþtation, 
Correction of Manners, granting Inſti- 
tut ions, and the like; with a general 
Inſpe&ion of Men and Things, 1n or- 
der to the preſerving of Diſcipline and 
good Government in the Church. 

The great Difference that it makes 
in the State of the Church and Reli- 
gion, whether theſe Things are admi- 
niſtered duely or unduely ; and the fre- 
quent Neceſſity upon Biſhops to admi- 
niſter them by other Hands than their 

own, on account of Age, Infirmities, 
or Attendances in Parliament; do 
1 jointly ſhow, of how great Importance 
if it is, that this Power be lodged, at all 
we \ times, in diligent, faithful and conſci- 
entious Hands. 
The Place of And fince Biſhops may be, many 
_— — ways, deceived in their Choice, and 
during Plea- Perſons of whom they had reaſon to 
ſure only. hope well, may, in proceſs of Time, 
prove negligent, or untractable, or 
may be diverted from that Care by 
ſubſequent Obligations to attend o- 
ther Aﬀairs ; therefore the ſame Con- | 
ſide rations 


of Official and Vicar General. 


ſiderations which infer a Neceſſity of 
Deliberation in the firſt Choice, con- 
clude as ſtrongly for keeping a Re- 
medy in their own Hands, in Caſe 
they find themſelves diſappointed. 

This may be effectually done, by 
ſeparating the two Commiſhons of Of- 
ficial and Vicar General (which are, 
in Nature, and Original, two diſtinct 
Offices) and by making the Commiſ- 
ſion of Vicar General revocable at 
Pleaſure. 

And that it may alſo be legally done 
this way, appears from the * Canon- 
Law both at Home and Abroad ; 
which doth not only conſider thefe two 
Offices as diſtin, but (to keep them 
diſtin) lays it down as a certain 
Rule, that no part of the Authority 
of Vicar General is conveyed by the 
Commiſſion: of Official, but what the 
Biſhop, of his own accord, and by his 
own Choice, ſhall inſert in it. And 
therefore if he will inſert ns Part, it 
follows, That after the Grant of the 
Officiality, he has the whole Power 
and Buſineſs of the Vicar General re- 
maining in him; to be exerciſed by 
himſelf, or delegated by Commiſſion, 
to ſuch Perſon, and in ſuch Manner 
and Degree, as he ſhall ſee cauſe. 


_—___ 


"* Introduct. Diſc. to Codex Juris, p. xxiii. 
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Separation of the Commiſſions 
Determination of the Church, than by 


the voluntary Conceſſions of Princes, 


The proper Work of a Vicar Ge- 
neral, js, the Exerciſe and Admini- 
ſtration of Juriſdiction purely Spiritu- 
al, by the Authority and under the Di- 
rection of the Biſhop ;' as, YViþtation, 
Correction of Manners, granting Inſti- 
tut ions, and the like; with a general 
Inſpection of Men and Things, in or- 
der to the preſerving of Diſcipline and 
good Government in the Church. 

The great Difference that it makes 


in the State of the Church and Reli- 


gion, whether theſe Things are admi- 
ni ſtered duely or unduely; and the fre- 
quent Neceſſity upon Biſhops to admi- 
niſter them by other Hands thau their 


own, on account of Age, Infirmities, 


or Attendances in Parliament; do 
jointly ſhow, of how great Importance 
it is, that this Power be lodged, at all 
times, in diligent, faithful and confi» 
entious Hands. 


The Place of And fince Biſhops may be, many 


Vicar General . . "uy 95. 
beſt granted WAs, deceived in their Choice, and 


during Plea- 
fure only. 


Perſons of whom they had reaſon to 
hope well, may, in proceſs of Time, 
prove negligent, or untractable, or 
may be diverted from that Care by 
ſubſequent Obligations to attend o- 
ther Affairs; therefore the ſame Con- 

ſiderations 


of Official and Vicar General. 


ſiderations which infer a Neceſſity of 
Deliberation in the firſt Choice, con- 
clude as ſtrongly for keeping a Re- 
medy in their own Hands, in Caſe 
they find themſelves diſappointed. 

This may be effectually done, by 
ſeparating the two Commiſſions of Of- 
ficial and Vicar General (which are, 
in Nature, and Original, two diſtinct 
Offices) and by making the Commiſ- 
ſion of Vicar General revocable at 
Pleaſure. 

And that it may alſo be legally done 
this way, appears from the * Canon- 
Law both at Home and Abroad ; 
which doth not only conſider theſe two 
Offices as diſtin, but (to keep them 
diſtin) lays it down as a certain 
Rule, that no part of the Authority 
of Vicar General is conveyed by the 
Commiſſion of Official, but what the 
Biſhop, of his own accord, and by his 
own Choice, ſhall inſert in it. And 
therefore if he will inſert ns Part, it 
follows, That after the Grant of the 
Officiality, he has the whole- Power 
and Buſineſs of the Vicar General re- 
mainiug in him; to be exerciſed by 
himſelf, or delegated by Commiſſion, 
to ſuch Perſon, and in ſuch Manner 
and Degree, as he ſhall ſee cauſe. 


* Introduct. Diſc. to Codex Juris, p. Tait 
| 'Tis 
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Separation of the Commiſſions 
'Tis true, the Canons refer'd to in 
the laſt Clauſe, ſuppoſe that both Offi- 
es might be granted by the ſame Com- 
miſſion (as, in Fact, they have been 
ordinarily granted, even before the 
Reformation ) but it is alſo true, 
That then both Offices were ſo grant- 
ed as to be revocable at Pleaſure; 
which kept the Remedy we are con- 
tending for, with regard to the Office 
of Vicar General, entirely in the 
Hands of the Biſhop: And, accord- 
ingly, we find on our Books frequent 
Appointments of Vicars General, ſe- 
parately, upon occaſional Abſences of 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops. 

The Civilians may alſo remember, 
That the granting the Officiality it 
ſelf * otherwiſe than during Pleaſure, 
is a meer A# of Grace, in the Biſhop 
as granting for his own Life, and in 


the Dean and Chapter as confirming it 


for. the Succeſſors; and that, if Bi- 
ſhops and Deans and Chapters indulge 
them to the utmoſt Extent of t 

Law, and give the Reins out of their 
Hands, in an Adminiſtration which 
only concerns Temporal Rights, there 
is no Reaſon for the like Indulgence 
in an Adminiſtration meerly Spiritual, 


* Introd, Diſt, to Codex Juris, p. Xxvi, xxvĩi. 
which 


* 


then, it muſt be f 


of Official and Vicar General. 111 
which immediately concerns the Epiſ- 
copal Office as ſuch, and on the due 
Exerciſe of which, the good of Reli- 
gion, and the ay * Government of 
the Church, do ſo much depend. 

It is greatly to be wiſhed, That The © 
when the Biſhops, in Queen Elz4- ficiale and 
beth's Time, were prevailed with (in cars General 
Favour to their Officers) to grant their A, e 


The Com- 


Commiſſions by way of Letters Pa- —— till 


tents, thereby to create a Freebold , Patents moro 
the different Natures of the two Offi- introduced. 
ces, and the near Relation which one 
bears to the Church and Religion be- 
yond the other, had been well confi- 
hardly ſuppoſe? That che Biſkops 
uppoſe, t 

— hens acts introduced an 
Uſage, whereby their own and their 
Succeſſors Hands were to be fo far ti- 
ed up, in the Adminiſtration of the 
Epiſcopal Office. But if there is a 
real Difference in the Nature and Im- 
portance of theſe two Offices, and if 
the granting that of Vicar General by 
way of Patcnt for Life, is attended 
with great Inconventence both te the 
Biſhops and the Church; it follows 
not, That becauſe it was forgotten 
and laid a- 
ſide for ever; eſpecially, ſmnee it ig 

much 
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Separation of the Commiſſions 

much in the Power of the Biſhops, 
now, to hinder the Progreſs of it, as 
it was in the Power of their Prede- 


ceſſors to have prevented the Begin. 
ni 


--o 
The Power of Whether the Commiſſions (when thus 


Vicar Ge 
ral beſt lod 


g- ſeparated) are granted to the ſame or 


ed in the to different Perſons, may ſeem (at firſt 
Hands of # Siglit) leſs material; fince the Biſho 
fdent in the hath that Part which concerns the Ad- 


Dioceſe. 


miniſtration of the Epiſcopal Office, 
wholly in his own Power, and if he 
like not the preſent Hand, may remove 
it to another, at Pleaſure. But yet 
it is evidently deſirable on many Ac- 
counts (whatever ſhall become of the 
Place of Official) that the Office of 
Vicar General were always veſted in 
the Hands of ſome grave and prudent 
man, beneficed in the Dioceſe, 
and uſually reſident in it. By which 
Means, the natural Decency and Pro- 
priety of adminiſtering Spiritual Mat- 
ters - Spiritual Hands, would be pro- 

vided for: And we may, 
ſe a greater Degree of 


7, Pn ſi 

ern for Order and Diſcipline, in 
Clergymen, than in others: And it 
would be alſo in the Power of the 
Biſhop to encourage and ſupport their 


enerally 


| *Introd. Diſc, to Codex Juris, p. xxvi, xxvii, 
Zeal 


of Official add Viear General. 1g 
Zeal in the Proſecution of Vite, by col 
lateral Advantages in the Church, as 
they ſhould ſee cauſe. At leaſt, a Olergy- 
man may be preſumed, in all teſpects, a bo 
greater Relief in the Epiſcopal Care to 
an Aged, Infirm, or abſent Biſhop, than 
a Layman ; eſpecially, than a Layman 
dwelling out of the Dioceſe (which, 
as Things now ſtand, is frequently the 
Caſe,) and who therefore, in reality 
gives no Aſſiſtance to a Biſhop'-un- 
der thoſe Exigencies for which the 
Office of Vicar General was inftitu- 
ted, nor anſwers any part of that Of- " 
fice, beſides the Formality of holding a 
Viſitation, and the receiving of Fees. - 
And, That I may not ſeem partial 
to the Clergy ; I make no ſcruple to 
declare, That if it ſhall be thought 
equitable to debar Civilians from in- 
termedling in the Government and Diſ- 
os of the Church, i. e. from being 
icars General; there will be (in my 
humble: Opinion) the like Equity in 
debarring Clergymen from intermed- 
ling in Cauſes | which only concern 
* Property, i. e. from being 
mAtals © | Nantes 
Suppoſing then, theſe two ''Offi- DiviGon of 
ces m—_ in Fact divided, the Di- en 
viſion of Profits and Endowments for 
«| the' Support of each will follow of 
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Separation of the Commiſſidns 
courſe, as ariſing immediately ftom 
the Buſineſs which reſpectively $ 
to each. The Official, whofe Dur 
it is to decide Cauſes Matrimonial, 
Cauſes — and the like, is 
fairly entitled to the Profits of Ma- 
7 1 and of Wills and 
8 are à plenti- 


be enlarged, if 
EE leaſes, y the Riphe of 
Phyſicians, Surgeons, and 


Mido and difoorching whatever 
Buſineſs ſhall appear to be of a Tem- 
poral Nature: While the Vicar Gene- 
ral (whom we _ a Clergyman 
Beneficed, if not Dignified alſo,) ma «d 
content himſelf —1 the much ſma 
ler Profits ariſing from Viſitations, 
Inſtitut ions, and — Ads of — 
diftion meerly Epiſcopal, and 


his Direien) by his Vicar General. 
All that hath been hitherto ſaid of 
the Office of Chancellor, holds equal- 
ly as to the Office of Commiſſary, (who 
is ſtiled in the Canon-Law Officialk 
Foraneus, and, as ſuch, hath no Au- 
thority but Judicial, in like Manner 
28 the Official Principal hath, unleſi 
more ſhall be voluntarily added 
the Biſhop 3) and of to 


Archdeacons, 


of Official and Viear General. 
Atchdeacotis, who have a 2 * 
Jaritdiion 5 with their Biſhop, 

Upon che whole: If the Offi 
and Va Orne — 
Nature and Buſineſs | 
If, when the Uſa 
of adding the Bu fs f View Ge. 
neral to that of Official, im the fie 
Commiſſion, the whole was ſo grant- 
ed, as to be revocable at the Pleaſure 
of the Biſhop ; If the granting the 
Powers of Vicar General otherwiſe 
than at Pleaſure, may be attended 
with many Inconventencies to the 
Church and Religion; If it is wholly 


in aha hiy Ext i, by 7. Biſh * re- 

medy this not 

ers to 'the Conti & Saen 

which d0 tiot 7 9 to it, 

If, tally; K is ee . 
7. en-evident 1ru 

That very 3 would ac- 


crue to a Biſhop "21d 12 Dioceſe (eſ- 
pecially, in Cafe of Age, Infirmity, 
or un able Abſence) by having for 
his Vicar General, ſome grave — 
learned Clergyman, always Reſident 
within the Dioceſe: 
Under theſe Views, it is humbly 
Kak uired, Why the two Commiſſions 
t not to be ſeparated, and that 
of Vicar General fo granted as a- 


12 boveſaid, 


* 
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Separation of the Commiſſions; &c. 


boveſaid, and at Pleaſure > And, 
Whether r (in order to the adjuſtin 
and eſtabliſhing one ani form Metbo 7 


thi Me granting Commiſſions in that way) 


tter may not be worthy: the 
Conſideration of the Biſhops and Cler- 


Gers when aſſembled in the a 


dation? 


De ExcouuuNIcATIONRE: 


CON CIO 


AD 


SYNODUM 


Ab Arcnigeiscop: Commiſſa- 


rijs, Eriscopis, & Clero, Provinciæ 
Cantuarienſis, Celebratam, 


HABITA 


In Ecclefia Cathedrali S. Pauli, London. 
xxI. die Martiy, A. D. — 


f Gown gyu 


ol 


CC ——— 


Ab Epu. Gisson, D. D. Archidiaco- 
no SURRIEN. & Regiæ Majeſtati à Sacris. 


0 41 — — —ͤ — 


Edita Fulſa —— Reverendiſſimi.: 


—_ — 


r ne 5 — — —— 


A - 


8 — n 
1 "2; — * 7 * 


. 4 "AC \ " - — 


1 


I Cox. v. 12, 13. 


0 ale ele. Kal Aagdrt 7 Torngdv 
dh evo, 


| —— Nenne de ijs qui intut ſunt, 
J. vos judicatis * Nam eos qui fo- 
ris ſunt, Deus judicat, Au- 

ferte malum ex vobis ipſis. © 


A in hoc Capite ſta- 
mit Apoſtolus de homi- 
ne Inceſiuoſo, larum 
Diſcipline Spiritualis 
Exemplar ab omnibus pe- 
— Scriptoribus judicantur, Cui ſang 
ententiæ ac interpretationi magnum 
teſtimonium' præbet [Eraſtus, Potaſta- 
tis Eccleſiaſticæ hoſtis infenſiſſimus ʒ 
. dom verbs Apoſtoli a ſenſu. genuino 
ad alium intellectum diſtorquens, in 
tot ineptias incidit tantamque per- 
ve rlitatem, 2211 888100 
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x Cor. v. 2. 


Vid. infra, 
Art. 1. 


De Excommunicatione 


Et vos inflati eſtis (inquit Apoſtolus, 
commate ſecundo) & non magis luftun 
habteiſlis, ut tollatur de medio veſtrim, 
qui hoc opus fecit Id eſt, (inquit R- 
raftus,) * Cur non luctu & precibus 
veſtris à Deo petiviſtis, ut hunc qua- 
cunque ratione tolleret E medio? Chm 
tamen non præcipit Apoſtolus, tolli 
Inceſtuoſum #*« wiov (e medio) ab- 
ſolutè, quod Excifionis ſenſum pre fe 
ferret; ſed ix piov vugy (6 medio 
veſtrim) relative, hoc eſt, & Societate 
Chriſtiana, vel 86. medio Chriſtiano- 
rum quibus hanc epiſtolam inſcripſit 

ſtaſus: Cum etiam idem Apoſto- 
lus Chriſtianis aliarum Eceleſiarum 
preceperit, ne Socictatem haberent 
cum Improbis ; & in hoc ipſo Capite, 
verſu undecimo, diſerts ſcripſerit Co- 
rimhijs, ne commiſcerentur, vel ci. 
bum fumerent, cum fornicatoribus : 
Cum deniq; nemo in Antiquitate Ec. 
cleſiaſticà mediocriter verſatus, mo- 
rem Antiquum ignoret Solennis Luc i 


Excommunicationem præcedentis. 
Hujuſmodi Argumentis inducti ſa- 
nioreg quique Interpretes, integrum 


hune locum de Excommunicatione in- 
telligunt. De Exciſione, Eraſtus; ſe 
ſeilicet opponens Pontificijs, qui gla- 
dium Excommunicationis contra Prin- 
cipes integraſque, Nationes, in ſubſidi- 
wy 0 * um 


Concio ad Synodum. 


um Dominij Temporalis, ſtringendo, 


eum planè intolerabilem fectre. Et 
eatenus certe Inimicitiæ Eraſti venia 
dignz : In hoc minimè dignz, quod 
abuſum Poteſtatis ſanare non ſatagens, 
totis viribus laboravit ipſam Poteſta- 
tem E manibus Eccleſiæ extorquere. | 

De Excommunicatione dicturo, qua- 
tuor Capita præcipus explicanda vi- 
dentur. 

Primò, NATURA. 

Secundò, SUBJECTUM. 


Tertid, OBIECTUM. 
Quartd, FINIS. 


I. De NATURA Excommunicati- Nate 


communicati 


onis in primis dicendum. Ea verd, in 
genere, Separatio eſt A cœtu Fideli- 
um; ſpeciatim, a Communione cor- 
poris & ſanguinis Chriſti, tanquam 
Societate Chriſtianorum maximè Sa- 
cra, ac intimà; in qua non ſolùm to- 
tius Corporis Unionem cum Chriſto 
Capite, ſed etiam inter ſe mutuam, 
more maximè ſolenni, profitentur, 
Quapropter, ſi inter Ethnicos Pro- 
fani, inter Judæos Impuri, à Sacris, 
tam Natura quam Lege dictante, pro- 
hibiti ſunt; ed magis Natura I 


onis. 


bos prohiberi jubet 2 Sacris Chriſtiano- 


rum, quò magis Religio Chriſtiana 
omnibus alijs pietate ſimul ac puritate 
* præcellit. 


ra 
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De Excommunicatione 


præcel lit. Ut f itur, ul tales proba. 
verit, ex 5 Chriſtiana, a So- 
cietate Cuili abigendos, multò fortiùs 
abigi debere a Cœtibus Sacris proba- 
bit 3 ita ſi quis abigendi Poteſtatem 
ab Perle hriſtianâ tollat, eo ipſo 
Eccleſiam negat Societatem eſſe à Chri- 
ſto inſtitutam. Quippe Lex eſt pri- 
maria omnium Societatum, five Civi 
lium five Sacrarum, Membra in fi- 
num admittere, ac ò ſinu ejicere. Qui- 
cunque vero in Jura Societatis recipi- 
untur, ea ſemper conditione recipi ſci- 


mus, Si ſe Legibus Sacietati præ- 


* ſcriptis accommodentꝰ; fin aliter, Ju- 


ribus privandos, & E Sacietate pellendos. 


Inter Societatem verd Civilem ac 


Spiritualem, illud intereſt ; qudd Ci- 


vilis, poteſtate temporali munita, im- 
morigeros non ſolùm Juribus privat, 
led, quoties cauſa poſtulat, vi & armis 
© Sociatate pellit: Spi rituali vero, nul- 


la vi Externa præditæ, non alia ſup- 


petit Facultas Improbos ſeparandi, 
quam fe (quantum humanarum rerum 
conditio patitur) ab Improborum Soci- 
etate ſeparando. Hinc illa Sacrz Scrip- 
turz Præcepta. Divi ſcilicet Pauli, in 
ſecunda Epiſtola ad Theſſalonicenſcs, 


2 Theſſal. 36. Denunciamus Vobis, Fratres, in nomi- 


ne Domini naſtri Feſu Chriſti, ut ſub. 


' trabatis vos ab omni fratre ambulante 


inor di- 


«| 
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i nordinatꝰ ʒ & ad Corinthjos, Nung 1 Cor. v. 11 
autem ſcri pi vohis, non commiſceri, þ 
it qui naminat ur Frater inter was, oft 
PFornicator, aut Avarus, aut Idplis ſer- 
viens, aut Maledicus, aut Ehrioſus, aut 
Rapax ; cum ejuſmadi nec cibum ſumere. 
dd autem hujuſmodi ſeparationes 
non ſunt mers ( ſi ita loqui liceat) Pri 
dentiales, five prudentiz cujuſvis pri- 
vati Chriſtiani relinquendz z ſed eti- 
am Judicialat, decernendæ ſcilicet per 
ſolenne Judicium Eceleſiæ, plenam in 
ea parte poteſtatem habentis; Id ex 
illis abundè conſtat, quæ ſuperius di- 
Ra ſunt de Jure cujuſcunque Societa- 
tis, ſive Sacrz five Civilis, non tan- 
tum membra Admittendi, ſed etiam 
Ejiciendi : Et ſe miſerè torquebit, 
quiſquis verba illa Beati Salvatoris, de 
poteſtate ligendi & ſaluendi Apoſtolis Matth. zviil. 
concredità, aliter interpretari conabi. *'*: 
tur. Porrd, Eccleſiam Chriſtianam, So- 
cictatem eſſe ejuſmod1 poteſtate prædi- 
tam, ſatis apertè indicat Apoſtolus in 
hac ipſa Inceſtuoſi cauſa ; diſtinguens 
inter eos qui intus, & eos qui foris 
ſunt ( Nonne de ijs qui inis vai Cor, v. 1%, 
Judicatis ? Nam eos qui foris ſunt, De- "3: 
ur judicat) hoc eſt, qui ſunt-membra 
Eccleſiæ, judicio Ecclefiz ſubjiciun- 
tur; qui membra non ſunt, divino.Ju- 
dicio relinquendi. Et in Epiſtola ad 


Titum, 
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1 . Titum, capite tertio, commate deci- 
4 Tit. iii. 10. mo, hæc habet, Hereticum bominem, 
poft unam G. ſecundam Correptionem, 

aut Admonitionem, devita, vel reji- 

ce. In cauſi nempe Inceſtuoſi, aſſerit 
Apoſtolus Eccleſiæ Judicandi Poteſta- 

tem, in cauſa Hzretici, non ſolum Po- 

teſtatem aſſerit, ſed etiam Exercitium 

præcipit. 1 

Quaæ de ſeparatione à Societate in ge- 

nere hactenùs è Novo Teſtamento ob- 

ſervata ſunt; a primævis Ecclefiz 
Scriptoribus ad Officia Divina & Eu- 
chariſtiam (Societatein longe arctiſſi- 

mam) ſpeciatim referuntur. In pri- 

mis, Juſtinus Martyr & Tertullianus 

(publica Chriſtianorum Sacra illuſtran- 

tes,) ile ab Euchariſtia, hic ab omni- 

bus Sacris, improbos cujuſcunque ge- 

neris, ijs temporibus, per Judicium Ec- 

cleſiæ ſepuratos affirmat. H red abry 

Apol. 2. ub. ( inquit Juſt inus) var#ra. way , Rü- 
1* xu eIgla, i; 8d ZN palagav f g, 
5 Erase gi de 6 xeists w id 

eſt, Hanc Nutritionem vocamus Eucha- 
| riſtiam,' e qud nemini licet participare, 
#|$ ni oiventi prout Chriſtus præcepit. Et 
Tertullianus, publicos Chriſtianorum 
Apol. 39. . Conventus ac Sacra deſcribens, Ibidem 
877. Edit, (inquit) Exbortationes, Caftigationes, 
_ Cenſura divina. Summimque fu- 
turi Fudicii præjudicium eft, fi quis ita 

1 deliquerit, 


Concio ad Synodum. 


deliquerit, ut d Communicatione Oratio- 
nis, Conventils, & omnis Sancti Com- 
mercij, relegetur. | 
. Quod ſi, Judicio Ecclefiz interpo- 
ſito, Improbi obedire recuſent; fi, non 
obſtante Sententia Excommunicationis, 
ſe Cœtibus fidelium immiſceant ; ul- 
terius Eccleſia nihil habet, quo ejuſ- 
modi miſtura impediatur : Utpote, quæ 
omnem vim Coattivam' reſpuens, eam 
integram Poteſtati Seculari relinquit. 
Inde autem colligunt Eraſtiani, ipſam 
Excommunicandi Poteſtatem non poſſe 
Eccleſiæ, tanquam Eccleſiæ, compe- 
tere; cim ipſa ſe minime capacem fa - 
teatur Improbos a Communione ar- 
cendi. Non advertentes, qudd fi Ex- 
communicati Sacris Chriſtianorum in- 
terſint, non tanquam pars Eccleſie 
interſunt, ſed am Ethnici ; qui 
(ut Apoſtolus ait) foris ſunt, & è Gre- 
mio Eccleſiæ ejecti, divino Judicio re- 
linquuntur ; , Improbitate ac 
Contumacia depoſitis, ſponte veniam 
Eccleſiz petant, & in ejus ſinum per 


Pœnitentiam recipiantur. 
VUnum illud de Poteſtate Excommu- 
nicandi- adjiciam: Cum Eccleſia fit 
Societas mere Spiritualis, propter fines 
tantum ſpirituales inſtituta; ejriſque 

ſhones, 


Cenſurz nec Corpus, nec Poſſe 
nec aliud — vel Jus * 


125 
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de-eolligatur, Pobeſtatum eam vel elj—- 
21 | tinctam, 
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le attingunt ; difficile imellecu oft, 
quamobrem in hae Cauſũ tantoperè ela- 
mitant Eraſtiani, Imperium in Inpevid 
nn efſe : Quafi mers Declatatis, fine 
vi qualibet gut Coactiote exrettia, I- 
pery faciem præ ſe ferret z aut Socie- 11 
tas prorſus iner mis, eſſet periculofa 
Reipublicæ, gladio tempotali armatæ. 
Si hæc opponant Imperio Temperali, 
vendicat Gathedra Papalis; ejus 
fenfionem minimè ſuſtipimus: iltid & 
contra, tanquam feculare, ambitioſum, 
& foirfeunn fefu Chriſti minimè ſapiehs, 
improbamus. Sin autem ſe ſentiant 
Imperium ejuſmodi in Rrelæſd Angliea 
mi invenire, in promptu reſponſum eſt; 
Nihil in ed reperiti five Civile, five 
Coactivum, niſi quod Poteſſ ati Tem- | 
porali gratanter acceptum refert f Re- 
manſura interim Aceleſia Chriſti, ac 
Chriſtiana Societas, fi ea Temporalia 
tollerentur ; nec fatilè dimiſſura po- 
teſtatem mere ſpiritualem (quum Apo- 
ſtolus aſſetuic, primeva Eccleſia ener- 
cuit,) cd Chriſtus Epiſeopos t Pres- 
byteros in Spiritualibus ſub ſe Admi- 
niſtratores habeat ; cùm ſopa ratio Im- 
proborum non minus fit hiſce noſt xis, 
quim primævis temporibus, Reeleſiæ 
utilis ac neceſſaria; cùm denique HIhi 
extet, ſive Præcepti five Exemplit ud- 


tinckam, vel ad Civilem Magiſtratum 


Poſt ea quæ hactenus dicts ſunt de 
Natimd ac one Excommunicatio- 
nis; que ſuperſunt, de ejus Subjedbo, 
Obhjedto, ac Fine, paucis expediemus. 


II. De SUBJECTO Ec] mum ůͤè!  Sebjetum 
tionis, five Poteſlate Excominunicante, enk 
non magnoperè Si eni * 
hec Poteſtas ad Eccleſtam, tanquam 
Societatem, ineat, Corpus autem 
univerſfum Chriſtianorum eſt Ecelefia 
Chriſti in tertis ; inde ſequetur, Uni- 
verſalem Eccleſtam ejus eſſe Poteſtatis 
immediate Subjectum; mediate vers, 
ſingularem quamliber Ecclefiam, in u- 
num corpus redactam, & ſub certo Re- 
gimine conſtitutam. Unde A 
non ſolum integram hane epiſtolam | 
inſcribit ECCLESLE Dei qu eff C. i Cor. i. 2. 
rinthi; ſed præcipit ſententiam ſerri in 
Inceſtuoſum, congrepatd cddem Excl.. 

In nomine Domini noſiri e Cbriſti, 1 Cor. v. 4; 
congregatis vobis ——Tradite buj 5 
di hominem- Satane, in intetitum cav- 
nit; ut Spititus ſalous ſit in dis Domi. 
ni noſtri Jeſu Chriſti c & commate du- 
odecimo, Nenne de ij qui intiis 
Vos Jwudiratis 2 In illo, nempe, Judi- 
cio præeuntibus Preshbyteris (nec "ou 

| 1 


2 * * * Way A * 25 121 
5 - 


inet OF 2 — 7 1 * « 
P = 


p 
9 * 4 ba * 
* 
* = 


„ c „ 
* # 1 „5 A ans Cal * CY \ & 6. L * *** 
J _ TY? 22 in . R 
Li n 4 ' "Rv" Eo” 
-_” % * q * * 
[2 ” * f 2 . 
E 3 : 4 * . 9 1 1 A R 
| | e EXcommunicat | 
* * N 
fs % - ö 10 
a 8 | * 2 Q C 
ibi i ea te ate Epi Eruditi i 
tem p M iti in- 


ritu ac per Literas præſentem,) &, poſt 

teſtimonium & Aſſenſum Eccleſiæ, ſe- 

pa tat ionem ſolenniter pronunciantibus. 

Id, ſcilicet, rerum ratio poſtulat ac 

natura, ut qui, ex Chriſti Inſtitutione, 

Sacrorum Celebrationi præſunt, Sacro- 

rum etiam Defenſioni præeſſe debeant. 

Commen. 1. Hinc illa Julij Cæſaris de Poteſtate 

6. c. 3. Druidum, Rebus divinis inter ſimt, Sa- 

crificia publica & privata procurant, 

Religiones inter pretantur Si quis aut 

privatus, aut publicus, eorum decreto 

non ſletit, Sacrificiis interdicunt : Hinc, 

| apud Judzos, præcipua in hoc negotio 

5 Sacerdotum Poteſtas: Hinc mandatum 

0 illud Apoſtoli, Tito Cretenſi Epiſco- 

po tranſmiſſum, ut ipſe (more tamen 

conſueto, &, ut videtur, in præſentiã 

Tit. iii. 10. Eccleſiz) Hereticum, poſt primam & 

28 ; . ſecundam Admonitionem, devitandum 

1h unciaret : Et hinc demum illud 

. ä De Pudicitià, Textulliani, (Ut extra Eccleſiam detur 

1 8 El. inerat in Prefidentis officio 3) lo- 

N cuti ſcil. ſecundum rei naturam, & 

Eccleſiæ Catholicæ Praxin. De Laicis 

, | verd Excommunicationem vel decernen- 

| | tibus ve] pronunciantibus, five jure pro- 

io five delegato, nullibi legimus, nul- 
a uſquam veſtigia deprehendimus. 


Wl | , NIL. sub- 


Vvieniunt, prater ipſum Apoſtolum, ſpi- 
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III. Subjecto Excommunicationis, fi- 2 
ve Poteſtati Excommunicanti, ſuccedit tens. 
OBJECTUM, b. e. Perſonæ Exeom- 
municandæ, ſeu potiùs Crimina Ex- 
communicatione punienda: Ea verò 
duplicia ſunt, Pravitas Doctrinæ, & 
Pravitas Morum. 1 
Pravitatem DOCTRINE (five Dog- 
mata Fidei Chriſtiavz adverſa) Ex- 
communicationem: mereri, inde con- 
| ſtat 3 quòd cum Eccleſia Chriſtiana ſit 
| Societas, quz membra niſi præeunte 
Fidei Profeſſione non recipit ; fi quis, 
hac conditione admiſſas, 4 Fide illa 
publice diſceſſerit, adedque Profeſſio- 
nem quaſi revocaverit, ipſe ſe & nume- 
ro Chriſtianorum ubliahere videatur z 
a Chriſtiana Societate (fi ſe ultrò non 
ſubtrahat) jure merito ſeparandus. 
Hanc ob cauſam, Hymenæus ab Apo- 
ſtolo Satanæ traditus; quia fidei nau- 1 Tim. i. 20. 
fragium feciſſet, & veritate excidiſ- 2 Tim. il. 18, 
ſet, dicens, Reſurrsctionem eſſe jam 
faGam : & idem Apoſtolus, verbis di- 
ſertis, Tito præcipit, ut HARETI- 
CUM. poſt primam ac ſecundam Admo- Tit. iii. 10. 
nitionem rejiciat, In eandem ſententi- 
am, à Divo Johanne W illud 
accepimus præceptum; Omnis qui re- Joh. iii. 10, 
| edit, G e in Doctrinãi 
k Aa, 
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Chrifli, Deum non habet; qui perma- 
net e hic N lum 
habet: Si quis venit ad vos, & banc 
Dofrinem non affert, nolite recipere e- 
um in domum, nec Ave ei dixeritis - 
Qui enim dicit ili, Ave, communicat 
Operibus ejus malignis, Idem ſcilicet 
Johannes Apoſtolus, qui, Irenzo refe- 


rente, Cerinthum, Divinitatis Chriſti 


oppugnatorem, in Balneo reperiens, 
ex eo ſtatim profiluit,. 

Eadem Animadverſione digna, MO- 
RUM Pravitas : Admiffi enim in Ec- 
cleſiam per Baptiſmum, non tantùm 
Fidem publicè profitentur, ſed etiam 
ſpondent ſe Vitam Evangelij precep- 
tis accommodaturos ; renunciatis ſolen- 
niter Operibus Mundi, Carnis & Dia- 
boli. Si. verd, promiſſi immemores, 
hujuſmodi Oper! us indulgeant, nec 
admoniti per Ecclefiam, ad mentem re- 
deant ſaniorem $5 Admiſſionis conditio- 


ne aperte violatipindigni Chriſtiano- 


rum Communione evadunt. Inde eſt, 


8 Apoſtolus non ſolùm minatur, 
e,. cum Corinthum advenerit, ani- 


2 Cor, xl. madverſurum in multos, qui ante pec- 


20, 21. 


cauerunt, & non egerunt Penitentiam, 
ſuper Immunditid, & Fornicatione, &. 
Inpudicitid, quam geſſerunt ; nec ſo- 
lum ipfos Corinthios jubet Inceſtuo- 
ſum s Societate ejicere; Sed etiam pe 
nera 
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nerali præcepto monet, ne commiſcegn- 1 Cor. v. 10. 
tur, vel cibum ſumant, cum Cbriſtiano 
Fornicatore ; & Theſſalonicenſibus de- 

nunciat, in nomine Domini noftri 7eſu 2 Theft iii. 
Chriſti, ut ſubtrabant ſe ab omni. Fra. 6. 

tre ambulante inordinatꝰ. Huc perti- De 140). p. 
nent illa Tertulliani, de conſuetudine 734 Ed. Ba- 
primævæ Eccleſiæ, Graviora delicta 
queque pro magnitudine periculi dili- 
gentiam extendunt ob ſervationis, ut non 

ab his tantum abſcedamus, ſed & ab 

#js per quos fiunt; & privus recitata & 
To ino Martyre, Nullos Chriſtianos ad Apol. 2. ſub. 
Communionem recipi ſolitos, nift vitam he. 
Chriſtianam agantes. ET A DER 

Sive igitur animum attendamus ad 

ipſam Federis Chriſtians rationem, ſi- 

ve ad Sacram Scripturam, five ad Ec- 

cleſiæ Praxin'z Excommunicationis 

cauſas inveniemus,  Pravitatem. Do- 

Frina, & Pravitatem Morum, Hanc 

verd ſacram Cenſuram, Cauſis Crvilitus 
immiſcendam, hominelque Excommy- 
nicandos, fi Teſtamenta non probarepr, 

fi Legata non ſolverent, fi Judicio Ci- 

vili ſtare in Litibus mers ſecularibus 
recuſarent; ea minimg intellexere Ap- 

tiquiores Chriſtiani; neque adhuc ah- £ 
arum Gentium Chriſtiani intelligunt. 1 
Hæc Eecclefiz Chriſtianæ Opprobria, 5 
noſtræ Nationi reſervata videmus. 
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Finis Ercom- IV. De Natura, Subjecto, & · Obje- 
municattonis. Fo Excommunicationis diſſerentibus, 
nihil adhuc niſi Spirituale occurrit: 
De FINE porrò diſſerentes, Cenſuram 
omni ex parte ſpiritualem intuebimur; 
fi modd inſtituta fuerit ad liberandum 
Malo d Damnatione, Bonos d Tentati- 
one, & Eccleſiam Chriftianam d dede- 
core longe graviſſimo, In hos verd fi- 
nes inſtitutam Excommunicationem, & 

Sacris Scripturis luculentèr apparet. 
In primis, ad liberandum Males 4 
Dammnatione : Id autem evenit in cauſa 
1 Cor. v. 5. Inceſtuoſi; quem voluit Apoſtolus ſe- 
arari ab Eccleſia ac Satanz tradi, ut 
piritus ſalvus efjet in die Domini na- 
firi Jeſu Chriſti z cujuſque aded ſpiri- 
tus, dolore propter Improbitatem per- 
Citus & pene 50. tu: ea ratione inco- 
lumis evaſit. Quod etiam inter Theſ- 
2 Theſſ. iii. ſalonicenſes eventurum, idem Apoſto- 
Tus prædixit: Si quis non obedierit ver- 
bo noſtro per Fpiſtolam, bunc notate, 
& ne commiſceamini cum illo, ut pu- 
dere ſuffundatur, Separatio, ſcilicet, 
a, Cœtu Fidelium Dolorem peperit ac 
Pudorem ; hi verd ad ſinceram Pceni- 

tentiam viam munierunt. 

Deinde, Inſtituta eſt Excommunica- 
tio, ad liberandum Bonos 4 n 
: OC 


2 Cor. ii. 6. 
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hoc eſt, 3 Pravorum hominum Socie- 
tate; Contagione omnium maximè pe- 
riculofa, five Experientiæ credamus, 
ſive Apoſtolum audiamus, qui vim ejus 
peſtiferam fermento comparat; Neſci- 
tit, inquit, quòd modicum fermentum 1 Cor. v. 6. 
totam maſſam corrumpit? Expurgate i- 
gitur vetus fermentum ; id eſt, homi- 
nem Inceſtuoſum ejicite, ne illius con- 
ſortio fincera Eccleſiz membra cor- 
rumpantur, 

Denique, Inſtituta eſt Excommuni- 
catio ad Eccleſiam Chriſtianam d gra- : 
viſimo dedecore liberandam. Malo. J 
rum quippe Societas, ipſius malitiz 
Patrocinium judicatur : &, fi Eccleſia ſit 
Corpus Jeſu Chriſti, pium, purum, & 
immaculatum ; Improbus quiſque , 
Chriſtiani nomen uſurpans, labes cen- 
ſenda eſt, ac macula 1n corpore Chriſti, 
ſummi qua poteſt celeritace abſtergen- 
da; Ut fir, Apoſtoli verbis, Eccle/ia Eph, v. 25. 
glorioſa, non habens maculam, aut ru- 
Zam, aut aliquid bujuſinodi ;, ſed ut ſit 
Santa & immaculata, | 


* Af 
1 K 


WA cum ita ſint Patres admo- 

dum Reverendi, vöſque Reverendi 
Fratres,) Nobis omnibus optandum in 
1; primis ac laborandum eſt, ut Fcclefiz 
Anglicanz Excommunicatio, Excom- 
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municationi priſtina Dignitas reſtitua - 
tur. Sacra illa Eccleſiz Cenſura, apud 
Nos.” Sue Civilitus ac fecularibus itz. 
occupata & quaſi abſorpta eſt, ut Cor- 
rectionis Morum & Anime Salutis 1 

ne oblita videatur ; ita frequenter, le- 

viſſimis etiam de cauſis, inflicta, ut in 
gravibus Authoritatein amiſerit; ita 
temerè evibrata ac facilè revocata, ut 
etiam Contemptu apud populum labo- 
ret ; ita denique Lucro temporali ob- 
ſeſſa, ut Odio gravi ac Dedecore Ec- 
cleſiam oneret. 

Tot tantiſque Incommodis oppreſſa 
Excommunicatio, Senatut, Synodique 
Auxilium obnixè implorat ; Ut eſuſ- 
modi Contumelijs quamprimùm libe- 
retur; Ut Cenſura evadat Sacra, gra- 
vis & ſulennis;, Ut priſtinam Authori- 
tatem aliquando recuperet, valeatque 
(ſicut primævis Eocleſia temporibus 
valuit) Improborum Animis tum pudo- 
rem tum terrorem incutere. 
Diſciplinam Eccleſiæ, ſuperiore ſe- 
culo col lapſam, noſtro penè obrutam, 
lugemus omnes; nullum lugendi fi- 
nem reperturi, quamdiu Eceleſiæ Au- 
thoritas vileſcit. Sin vero, veſtra o- 
perà & auxilio, Excommunicationi 
priſt idus honor ac reverentia conſtite- 

rint; brevi tempore (ſi quid ego con- 
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Concio ad Synodum. 


jeturi auguror) Diſciplinem quoque 
cleſiæ reſuſcitatam videbimus. 


Quod utinam fazit Deus, me- 
rito Jeſu Chriſti ; Cui, cum 
Patre & Spiritu Sando, tri- 
bus perſonts, uni Deo, ſit 


omnimoda potentia, honos (& 1 
gloria, in ſecula ſeculorum. 3 
AMEN. 
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Cenſure of Exconurickrion 
9 


Matters meerly Seir1TUAL, Gx. 


is the Opinion of. 
That the beſt and moſt 
effectual Method for 
Regulating the Pro- 
=) ceedivgs in Excommu- 
nication, will be the obtaining an Act 
of Parliament, for a Writ De Contu- 
maci capiendo, inſtead of that de Excom- 
municato capiendo, in all ſuch Cauſes 
as follow ; That is to fay, In all Cau- 
ſes of Inſtance between arty and Par- 
ty, And in all ſuch Cauſes of Office, 
as either are Teſtamentary, or do con- 
cern the Pariſhioners for not duly pay- 
ing 


Excommunication, appropriated 


ing their Church - rates; and alſo in 
uch as have Relation to the Licenſing 
hyſicians, Chirurgeons, and Mid- 
wives. And further, That in other 
Cauſes of Office, even in ſuch as do 
more immediately and directly con- 
cern the Chriſtian; Faich, and Refor- 
mation of Manners, if any Contro- 
verſy ſhall ariſe concerning the Pay- 
ment of Fees, and the Party proceed- 
ed againſt ſhall refuſe to ſubmit there- 
in, to the Authority of the Court, 
Sentence of Contumacy only, and not 
that of . Excommunication, ſhall be 
decreed or pronounced by the Eccle- 
ſiaſlical Judge, againſt ſuch Party, on 
Account of ſuch Refuſal : That the 
Sentence of Contumacy ſhall be ſent 
to the Miniſter of the Pariſh, where 
the Contumacious Party dwells, un- 
der the Seal of the Court; and, That 
the ſaid Miniſter ſhall openly publiſh 
it in the Church, in the Time of 
Divine Service, on the next Lord's 
Day but one, after he hath receiv'd it. 
And that all Civil. Incapacities, and 
Diſabilities, to which Perſons Excom- 
municate are now ſubjected, by the 
Sentence of Excommunicat ion, ſhall for 


the future follow upon the Sentence of 
Contumacy, being o publiſhed, by the 
Miniſter, as afore 


aid, againſt any Offen- 
der 


That this Matter befoge it be offered in 
Parliament, ſhould be humbly. laid be- 
fore Her Matty, . 

2. If ſuch an Act of Parliament, as in 
the former Article is propoſed, ſhall be 
obtain d we are further of Opinion, 
That whenever any Perſon is by any Ec+ 
cleſiaſt ical Judge decreed to be Excom- 
municated, the Schedule of Excommu- 


nication ſhall not be read in Court, un- 


til thirty Days are expired after the ma · 
king of ſuch Decree. And for the more 
deliberate and ſolemn Proceeding in a 
Matter of this high Nature, due Notice 
in Writing ſhall forthwith be given of 
ſuch Decree made, and of the Sentence 
which will iſſue in Purſuance thereof, 
not only to the Party decreed to be x- 
communicated, but moreover to the Mj- 
niſter Officiating in the Pariſh, where 
the ſaid Party dwells. Which Miniſter, 
between the Time of his receiving ſuch 
Notice, and the third Lord's Day after 
his Receipt thereof, ſhall endeavour to 
apply himſelf privately to the ſaid Par- 
ty, and to prevail with him topreventthe 
dreadful Sentence of Excommunicaticn, 

by a timely and dutiful Submiſſion to 
the Authority of the Church. And if 
the Party ſhall not hearken to ſuch pri- 
vate Advice, and ſhall not promiſe un- 


der 


To Matters meerly Spiritual. 
der. And they are further of Opinion, 
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Extommunicarion, appropriated 


der his Hand to ſubmit to the Authority 


the aboveſaid 


n the Miniſter ſha 

Day after Notice of 
ree, make an open 
Publication there in the Church, at 
the Time of Divine Service; and ſhall 
repreſent the extreme Danger of being 
cut off from the Communion of the 
Faithful, according to a FORM provi- 
ded for that Purpoſe. And after ſuch 
Private and Publick Admonition, where 
both have been uſed ; or of ſuch Private 
Warning only, where that alone hath 
proved effectual; the Miniſter ſhall, by 
the proper Officer of the Court (who 
ſhall call upon him for that Purpoſe) 


of the Ch * 
oni the ue LN 


tranſmit to the Eccleſiaſtical Judge, an 


Account of his Proceedings, and of the 
Effect thereof. Provided nevertheleſs, 
That if after the Care taken for prevent- 
ing the Sentence of Excommunication, 
by notifying the Decree thereof, both to 
the Party, and to the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, in the Manner above - directed; 
the ſaid Party ſhall not within thirty 
Days after the making ſuch Decree, ſub- 
mit to the Authority of the Court; the 
Eeclefiaſtical Judge ſhall then proceed 
without further delay, to Excommuni- 
cate'the faid Party, by Reading, or cau- 
ſing to be read in Court, the Sentence of 
Excommunication; although the _— 
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ſter of the Pariſh hath neglected dt g 
* mitted, to flo any ofthe Things here en- 
aſe any ſuch Negle 


joined. And in Cafe 
or Omiſſion, the ſald Judge alf notify 
the ſame to the Billieps who, I upon 
Enquity he fee Cate, ſhall 1 322 
jr” or by Writing under his Hand di- 


rect Proceſs to be made, for his Con- 


tempt in ſuch Neglect or Omiſſion. 

3. That in all Crĩmes of Ecclefiaftical 
Cognizance, theJudge and Regiſter ſhall 
ſend out their Citations within three 
Months at furtheſt, after Preſentment 
duly made. And that no EKecleſiaſtical 
Officer ſhall prevent, or endeavour to 
prevent, the Citation or Proſecution of 


any Offender. Nor ſhall any Perſon 


when Cited, be diſmiſſed, except in the 
Publick Place of fate me, Berwyn 
the Hours of Ten and Two, and while 
the Court is actually held there. 
And that no Commutation of N. 
nance be hereafter accepted or allow'd 


of, by any Eccleſiaſtical Judge, without 


x.) 


an expreſs Confent given in Writing by 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, or other Or- 
dinary having exempt Juriſdid ion; or 
by ſome Perfon or Perſons to be efpeci- 
ally deputed by them for that Purpoſe: 
And that all Commutations, or pretend- 
ed Commutations: accepted ar allow'd, 
otherwiſe than is hereby directed, be 
ipſo fate, null and void. That 
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PE .in of Prefentivents, 
That no Sum of Money, glyen or ro- 
ceived for auy Commutation of Pe- 
nance, or any Parfthereof, ſhall be diſ- 

d of, to any uſe, without the like 
Conſent and Direction in Writing, of 
the Biſhop, or other Ordinary having 
exempt Juriſdiction, if the Cauſe hath 
been proſecuted in their Courts; or of 
the Archdeacon, if the Cauſe hath been 
proſecuted in his Court. And all Mo- 
ney received for Commutation, purſu- 
ant to the foregoing Directions, ſhall be 
diſpoſed of to Pious and Charitable U- 
ſes, by the reſpective Ordinaries above- 
named : Whereof at the leaſt one third 


Part ſhall by them be diſpos d of in the 


Pariſh where the Offenders dwell. And 
that a Regiſter be kept in every Eccleſi- 
aſtical Court, of all ſuch Commutations, 
and of the particular Uſes to which ſuch 
Money hath been applied. And that the 
Account ſo Regiſter'd, be every Year 
laid before the Biſhop, or other exempt 
Ordinary, having Epiſcopal Juridiſcti- 
on, in order to be Audited by them. 
And that any Eccleſiaſtcal Judge or Of- 
ficer offending in any of the Premiſſes, 
be ſuſpended for three Months for the 
ſaid Offence. 


